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COMMERCE WITH GUATEMATA.

On motion of Mr. Hircucock, the following eonvention be-
tween the United States and Guatemala, signed December 3,
1918, was ratified and the injunction of secreey removed there-
from':

The Senate:

1 transmit herewith, to receive the adviee and consent of the
Senate to its ratifieation, a conventionm between the United
Sitates and Guatemaln, signed December 3, 1918, for the de-
velopment of commmerce between them and to increase the ex-
change of wmmodlhes by faecilitating the work of traveling
salesmen.

Respectfully submitted.

Wooprow WiLsoN:

Tae WHiTE HouUsg,

Washington, December 3, 1918.

The PRESIDENT

The undersigned, the Secretary of State, has the honor te lay
before the President with a view to its transmission to the
Senate, if his judgment approve thereof, to receive the advice
and consent of the Senafe to its ratification, a convention be-
tween the United States and Guatemala, signed December 3,
1918, for the development of commerce between them and to
inerease the exchange of commodities by facilitating the work
of traveling salesmen.

Respectfully submitted.

i Roprer LANSING.
DEPARTMEXRT OF STATE,
Washington, December 3, 1918,

The United States of Ameriea and the Republic of Guate-
mala, being desirous to foster the development of commeree
hetween them and fo inerease the exchange of commodities by
facilitating the work of traveling salesmen, have agreed to con-
elmle a convention for that purpose and have to that end
appointed as their plenipotentiaries: The President of the
United States of America; Robert Lansing, Secretary of State
of the United States; and the President of the Republie of
Guatemala, Sefior Don Joaquin Méndez, his envoy extraordinary
amd minister plenipotentiary to the United States, who, having
eommunieated to each other their full powers, which were found
to be in due form, have agreed upon the following articles:

ArTicLE L

Manufacturers, merchants, and traders domiciled within the
jurisdiction of one of the high contracting parties may operate
as eommercial travelers either personally or by means of agents
or employees within the jurisdiction of the other high contract-
ing party on ebtaining from the latter, upon payment of a single
fee, a license which shall be valid throughout its entire terri-
torial jurisdiction.

In ease either of the high eontracting parties shall be engaged
in war, it reserves to itself the right to prevent from operating
within its jurisdiction under the provisions of this treaty, or
otherwise, enemy nationals or other aliens whose presence it
may consider prejudicial to public order and national safety.

AnticLe IL

In order to secure the license above mentioned the applicant
must obtain from the country of domieile of the manufacturers.
merchants, and traders represented a certificate attesting his
character as a commercial traveler. This certificate, which
shall be issued by the authority to be designated in each coun-
iry for the purpose, shall be viséed by the consul of the country
in which the applicant proposes te operate, and the authorities
of the latter shall, upon the presentation of such certificate,
jssue to the applieant the national license as provided in
Article I.

Anricre ITL

A commereial traveler may sell his samples without obtaining
a special [icense as an importer.

. Awrticie IV. .

Samples without commercial value shall be admitted to enfry
free of duty.

Samples marked, stamped, or defreed in sueh manner that
they can not be put to other uses shall be considered as objects
without eommercial value.

ArTiCLE V.

Samples having commercial value shall be pmvlsiunally ad-
mitted upon giving bond for the payment of lawful duties if
they shall not hnvc been withdrawn from the country within a
period of six months.

Duties shall be paid on such portion of the samples as shall
ROLAATR withdr:

awn,
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ArTicie VE

All customs formalities shail be simplifiedd as muoeh ns pos-

sible with a view to aveid delay in the dispatel of snmples.
AnticLe VII,

Peddlers and other salesmen whe vend directly to the con-
sumer, even though they have not an established place of busi-
ness in the country in which they operate, shall not be consid-
ered as commercial travelers, but shall be subject to the license
fees levied on business of the kind which they earry on.

ArTicLr VIIL

No license shall be required of—

(a) Persens traveling only to studly trade and its needs, even
though they initinte commercial relations, provided they do nm:
make sales of merchandise.

(b) Persons operating through local agencies which pay tha
license fee or other imposts to which thelr business is subject.

(c) Travelers who are exelusively buyers. |

ARTICLE IX,

Any concessions affecting any of the provisions of the present
treaty that may hereafter be granted by either high contracting
party, either by law or by treaty or convention, shall !mzue—
diately be extended to the other party.

ArTicLE X,

This convention shall be ratified, and the ratifieations shall
be exchanged at Washington or Guatemala within two years,
or sooner IT possible,

The present convention shall remain in force until the end
of six months after either of the high confracting parties shall
have given notice to the other of its intention to terminate the
same, each of them reserving to itself the right of giving such
notice to the other at any time. And it is hereby agreed between
the parties that, on the expiration of six meonths after such
notice shall have been received by either of them from the
other party as above mentioned, this convention shall altogether
cease and terminate,

In testimony whereof the respective plenipotentiarvies have
signed these articles and have thereunder affixed their seals.

Done in duplieate, at Washingion, this 3d day of Decewber,
1918.

RECESS.

Mr. SIMMONS. I move that the Senafe take a recess until
to-morrow at 12 o’elock noon.

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o'cloek and 15 minntes
p. m.) the Senate took a recess until to-morrow, Friday, De-
cember 20, 1918, at 12 o'clock meridian,

NOMINATIONS.
Eexecutive nomination reccived by the Senale December 19
(legistative day of December 15), 1918.
INTERSTATE CoamMERCE COMMISSION,
Joseph B. Eastman, of Massachusetts, to be a member of the
Interstate Commerce Commission for a term expiring December
31, 1922, vice George W. Anderson, resigned.

CONFIRMATIONS.
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate Deccmber 19
(legislative day of December 15), 1918.
AssistaxTt CHier INspEcTor oF LocoatoTive BorLkgs.

John A. Shirley to be assistant chief inspector of locomotive

boilers.
APPOINTMENT IN THE NAVY.

Vietor Blue to be Chief of the Bureau of Navigation in the

Department of the Navy, with the rank of rear admiral.

—_—

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Traursvay, December 19, 1918.

The House met at 12 o’clock noon.

The Rev. Harle Wilfley, of the Vermont Avenue Christian
Chureh, Washington, D. C., offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, Thou who art the giver of every good and per-
fect gift, from whom we take our beinz and fo whom we must
at last give acecount of ourselves, we pray that Thy holy word
may have lodgment in cur hearts to-day and Thy holy spirit
attend us along the journey of life. Be with the deliberations
of this day in the House, keep Thy servants in perfect pence,
in clearness of mind, in strength of heart and purpose, and to
Thy name shall be all the praise, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
Amen.

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap-
proved.
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COXNTESTED-ELECTTON CASE—WICKERSHAM - AGATNST STULZER.

Mr. WILSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I desire to give
notice that the contested-election case of Wickersham against
Sulzer will be taken up in the House on the 3d day of January.

Mr. STAFFORD., The gentleman from Louisiana will notice
that the 3d of January is Friday of the week in which New
Year's oceurs.

Mr. WILSON of Louisiana. Yes.

Mr. STAFFORD. And a great number of the Members will
not be here.

AMr. FOSTER. They ought to be here.

AMr. STAFFORD. Yes; but many Members have not their
Tfamilies here with them, and they have gone home to spend the
holidays with their families,

Mr. WILSON of Louisiana.
quorum here on that day.

Mr, STAFFORD. I think it would be more convenient for
the membership of the House if we took it up on the Monday
following.

I imagine that there will be a

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mir. Waldorf, its enrolling
clerk, announeced that the Senate had passed withont amend-
ment bills of the following titles:

H. R. 12945, An act providing for the purchase of uniforius,
accouterments, and equipment by officers of the Navy, Marine
Corps, and Coast Guard, and midshipmen at the Naval Academy
from the Government at cost; and

H. Ii. 12016. An act to provide for the temporary promotion cf
commissioned officers of the Marine Corps serving with the
Army.

The message also announced ihat the Senate had passed the
following resclution:

Resolved, That the Sceretary be directed to return to the House of
Represeniatives, in compliance with its request, the bill (1. R. 12001)
entitled “An aet to amend an act entitled *An act to codify, revise, and
smend the laws relating to the judiciary,” ™ approved Mareh 4, 1911,

SENATE BILL REFERRED.

Under claunse 2, Rule XXIV, Senate bill of (he following titie
was taken from the Speaker’s table and referred to its appro-
priate committee as indicated below :

S.988. An act providing for the payment of certain interest
on items 1 and 4 of the judgment of the Court of Claims of
May 18, 1905, in favor of the Cherokee Nation; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs.

LESOLUTION BY NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PANAMA (H. DOC. X0, 1607).

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from
the Acting Secretary of State, as follows, which was ordered to
be printed, with accompanying documents, and referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, Dceember 17, 1918,
IMon. Crnamr CLARK,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

#mt: 1 have the honor to inclose for the information of the House of
Representatives a copi'ry of a dispatch from the American minister at
Panama, communicating a copy_ of the resolution ado{nted by the Na-
tional Assembly of Panama on November 11 last felicitating the Gov-
ernment of the United States and the Governments of the allies on the
glgnature of the armistice on November 11, 1018,

I have the honor to be, sir,

Your obedient servant, Fraxk L. PoLE,

Acting Seerctary of State,
RELATING TO STATISTICS OF COMMERCE AXD
NAVIGATION.

Alr, SIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the
present consideration of the bill (8. 4924) to substitute the cal-
endar year for the fiseal year for statistical reports from the
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce in the Department
of Commerce. The bill has passed the Senate, and if passed
now the department can put the mew year in force on the 1st
day of January. The committee has had a hearing and feels
satisfied that it is legislation that ought to be enacted.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee asks unani-
mous consent for the present consideration of the bill 8. 4924,
which the Clerk will report.

The Clerk read as follows:

An aect (8. 4924) to amend section 336 of the Revised Statutes of the
United States relating to the annnal report on the statistics of com-
merce and navigation of the United States with foreign countries,

Be it _enacted, ele., That section 336 of the Revised Statutes of the
United States be, and the same is hereby, amended by striking out the
word * fiscal "' immediately preceding the word * year” at the end of
the first sentence of sald seetion and by Inserting in 1lleu thereof the
word “ calendar.”

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Speaker, the bill does not give us very
much information, and I think the gentleman from Tennessee
should give us some statement as to the real purpose of the bill,

AMENDING THE LAW

Mr. SIMS. The report is very short,
hearing in the committee.

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
before the objection is waived that the report be read.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the
zentleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the report (by Mr. S1ais), as follows:

The Committec on Interstate and Foreign Commeree, to whom wus
referred the bill (8. 4924) to amend sectlon 336G of the Revised Siat-
utes of the United States relating to the annual report on the statistics
of commerce and navigation of the United States with foreign coun-
tries, having considered the same, report thereon with a recommendn-
tion that it pass.

The following is the report of the Senate Committee on Commerce
on this bill:

*The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bIll (S,
4924) to amend section 836 of the Revised Statutes of the United States
relating to the annual report on the statisties of commerce and navigation
of the United States with foreign countries, having considered the same,
report favorably thercon with the recommendation that the bill do pass.

*The bill has been referred to the Secretary of Commerce, and his
report thervon {mﬁl}ther with communications from the chairman of
the United States Shipping Board and the War Industries Board with
reference to 11, R. 11848, on the same subject) is as follows :

* DEPARTMENT oF COMMERCE,
“OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
“Washington, September 19, 1918,

“My Deanr Sexaron: In response to your communication of Sep-
tember 14, requesting for your committee suggestions touching the
merits of B. 44924 and the propricty of its passage, 1 take pleasure in
advising you as follows :

“Trom time to time it has been proposed that the annual official re-
port on the statisties of foreign trade of the United States which, as
provided in paragraph 1 of section 330G of the Revised Htatuies, is
now required to be issued to the cloge of the Tiscal year emding Junc 30,
be changed fo cover the perfod to the close of the calendar year.

“At the time when this law was passed these statisties were com-
piled and published principally for the information and guidance of
the Government particularly as a gunide for legislation. In later years
the use of forelgn-trade siatistics by indostrial and commercial or-
ganizations has been rapidly focreasing, and as their business year is
mwore largely than any other the calendar year they find it inconvenicnt
not to be able to procurc official statistics of oor foreign tradg of
calendar years,

“The chief value of trade statistics lies in thelr comparability with
statisties of production amd with trade statistics of other countries.
Practically all the statisties of production, both agricultaral and in-
dustrial, that are compiled and published by the cxeculive departments
of this Government, as well as of other governments, relate to the
calendar year, as, for instance, the statisiles of manufacture, ete..
compiled by the Bureau of the Census of this department, the statistics
of mineral produetion compiled by the Geologleal Burvey, and the
statistles of agricultural production and estimates complled and pub-
lished by the Department of Agriculture. The Tnited States is the
only important country in the world which publishes its forelgn-trade
statistics for the fiscal year rather than for the ecalendar year, the
only other countries belng Mexico, Turkey, Persia, Honduras, and
Haiti, amd the following Dritish colonial possessions: Canada, Aus-
tralia. andd Indla.

“The change proposed in the pending bills has been recommended by
a special statistical committee appointed by the Department of the Treas-
ury and the Department of Commerce as well as by n special statistical
committee of the Chamber of Commerce of the United States. More-
over, at the present time the Shlpp!n{g Board, the War Trade Board,
and the War Industries Board, which boards are making very valuable
use of our statistics in connection with the Government's control of
trade and industry, and particnlarly the Shipping Board in its cfforts
to conscrve tonnage for military use, are all very anxious to have these
statistics issued for the ealendar instead of for the fiscal year. For
this reason the proposed legislation may be looked upon as a war-time
measure, the speedy enaciment of which will be of considerable assist-
ance in the fulfillment of our military program.

“1 am taking the liberty of lteml[m;l with this letter a copy of the
latest issue of Commerce and Navigation of the United States, being
the report authorized by section 3306 of the Revised Statutes and which
it iz now desired to have relate to the ealendar rather than the fiscal
year. Should you desire additional copies of this repo
of the members of your committee, they will be gladly furnished on
reques

although we had a full

f.
* Yery truly, yours, “IWiLLisn C. REDFIELD,
* Secrctary.
“ Mon. Duxcax U, FLETCHER,
“ United States Senate, Washington, D. C.

“ UNITED BTATES SOIPPING Doarp,
B “ Washington, Scptember 19, 1918,
“ Hon. Duxcax U, FLETCHER,

“ Chairman Senate Commitice on Commcree,
“ United States Senate, Washington, D. C.

“My DEAr SEXATOR FLETCHER: My attention has been called to a
bill now pending in the House (1I. R. 11848) providing for the complla-
tion of foreign-irade statistics, published by the Bureau of Ioreign
and Domestic Commerce of the artment of Commerce, by the cal-
endar year rather than the fiscal “Jenr.

“ Inasmuch as statistics are uable to the extent that they may
be used in reference to future actiom, and inasmuch as such value is
greatly enhanced if statistics are readily comparable with other siatis-
tics of a like nature, it seems to me y desirable that the foreign-
trade statistics of the Department of Commerce should be brought in

line with the statistics gathered by the Bureau of the Census, Geologi-
cal Burvey, Bureau of Mines, and trade statistics of most of the forelgn
countries, 1 these statistics are published for the calendar year.

feel confident that this legislation will find ready acceptance in your

committee, but write to you in view of my personal interest in foreign-
trade matters.
“ With kindest regards, I am, &
Epwarp N. HURLEy,
“ Chairman,”

“ Yours, very truly,

rt for any or all-

T ——
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“ WAR IXDPUSTRIES DOARD,
“ Washington, September 20, 1918,
# Jlon. Dryeas U, FLETCHER,
“ Chairman Benate Commitiee on Commerce, _
* United States Bonate, Washington, D, C.

“My Dear Sexator: The bill H, R. 11848 authorizing a change

* from the fiscal 1o the calendar year in the compilation of foreign-trade

statistics in the annual wiwrt of the commeree and navigation of the
United Btates, as published by the Department of Commerce, would, in
my opinion, efeet a valuable aid to American business and statistical
organizations, Decause of that I should like to see the proposed
legislation enacied.

“ YVery respectfully, “B. M. Barvca™

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

Mr. GREEN of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to
object, I would like to make an inguiry of some genileman to
explain the bill, whether it be the gentleman from Tennessee or
the gentleman from \Wisconsin,

Mr. SIMS. I would be glad to have the gentleman from Wis-
consin answer the question, as he is very familiar witlt the
facts,

Mr. GREEN of Towa. Docs this pertain to the matter in-
cluded in the monthly reports called the Reports of Commerce
and Nayigation, which are subsequently bound in the annusl
report? }

Mr. ESCH. 1t covers that, although they get out an annual
report.

Mr. GREEN of Iowa. Does this apply simply to the annmal
report? I ask for this reason: The committees that are
making up the bills, especially the Ways and Means Committee,
need the report that corresponds to the fisenl year, with refer-
ence to the amount of imports and exports, especially imports, in
order that we may know how much tariff dues to lay for the
fiscal year. We ought to have some report of the fiscal year,
If we do not we will have to do a large amount of work our-
gelves to sift it out of the report for the calendar year.

Mr. ESCH. I understand from the officinls of the Bureau of
Foreign and Domestic Commerce that they would make out a
report for six months. and also the annual renort. They would
make out some annual reports which would give the committee
the information the gentleman seeks.

Mr. GREEN of Iowa. And we will still receive the monthly
reporis?

Mr. ESCH. Yes. The object is to harmonize the foreign
statisties as to exports and imports with the statistics we are
gathering in other fields. The agricultural statistics are for
the calendar year, and the statistics of the Geological Survey
ns fo minerals sre annual. Up to 1916 the Interstate Commerce
Commission gathered the statistics of railroads for the fiscal
year, but in the latter part of 1915 they issued an order making
these reports based on the calendar year. So that these three
great statistieal bureaus are all on the calendar-year basis. We
are trying to put the foreign and domestic commerce statistics on
the same basis, to correspond likewise with the statistics fur-
nished by all the great commercial nations of the world, and it
ought to be done at once, so that the department can begin on
the 1st of January.

Mr. SIMS. Mr. Speaker, one further statement which the
gentlemnn from Wisconsin did not refer to: It was testified
before our committee that under the present plan of making
reports business men and corporations were continually calling
for reports with reference to foreign trade, and as these were
made up at the end of the fiscal year there was some difficulty,
requiring much more time to get up reports for the calendar
year to comply with the special inguiries made. If this bill was
passed it would save a great deal of work for the bureau that
they now have to do in order to supply people with the statistical
information that they request on the calendar-year basis.

Mr. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield for an
Inquiry ?

Mr. SIMS. Yes

Mr. NORTON. I note that the report urged as a reason for
the passage of this legislation that it was a war measure,
'ijr. SIMS. That was the statement before the Senate com-

ttee. :

Mr. NORTON. And the argument for its passage was that it
was a war measure. In what way does the chairman of the
eommittee hold that this particular legislation is a war meas-
ure, needed to carry on the war?

Mr. SIMS. That statement was made by the Secretary fo
the Senate committee, in his letter to the Senate committee.

Mr. NORTON. I call attention to that for the reason that I
think that statement is ridiculous. It seems to me this legisla-
tion is meritorious, from a business point of view. There is a
real need for it, but it has nothing to do with the war.

Mr. SIMS. We are not asking for the bill on that aceount.

Mr. ESCH. Mr. Speaker, in reply to the gentleman's sug-

gestion, that letter was written before the signing of the armis-

tice, and prior to that date the War Industries Board and the
War Trade Board made numerous demands on the Bureau of
Foreign and Domestic Commerce for statistics, and the infor-
mation given iwwas important to these two war boards. That is
possibly why in that letter it was referred to as a quasi war-time
measure.

The SPEARER. Is there objection? s

Mr, MANN. My, Speaker, reserving the right fo object, T
would like to make an inguiry. What has this to do with the

war?
Mr. SIMS. The war now?
Mr. MANN. Yes.

Myp. SIMS. Nothing that T know of.

Mr. MANN. I notice that the principal reason why the Sec-
retary of Commerce asks for the enactment of this legislation
is contained in this sentence: 2

For this reason the pro legislation may be looked upon as a
war-time measure, the y enactment of which wiil be of consideralle
emssistance in the fulfillment of our military program.

Is it not about time that the various departments of the Gov-
ernment asking for legislation by Congress should guit trying
to impose upon Congress the idea that legislation in no wise con-
nected with the war is desired to further the interests of the
military program?

t,f!ﬂr. SIMS. There was nothing before our committee to that
effect.

Mr. MANN, Oh, yes; this was before the commiitee, and it
was just read from the Clerk's desk at the gentleman’s re-
quest as a part of the report of the committee, and it was the
only thing practically that the committee had before it.

Mr, SIMS. Oh, no. We had hearings, and officials from the
Department of Commerce were there, aud they did not even
refer to the war.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The
Chair hears none. The guestion is on the third reading of the
Senate bill.

The bill was ordered to be read the third time and was read
the third time and passed.

On motions of Mr. Sias, a motion to reconsider the vote by
which the bill was passed was laid on the table.

BRIDGE ACROSS THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH.

Mr. STEENERSON. Mr, Speaker, I ask the Chair to lay be-
fore the House the bill (H. R. 11709) granting the consent of
Congress to the village and towanship of Halstad, Norman
County, Minn., and the township of Herbert, Traill County,
N. Dak., to construct a bridge across the Red River of the
North on the boundary line between said States, It is a House
bill with Senate amendments.

The SPEAKER. The Chair lays before the House the bill
H. R. 11709, a House bill with Senate amendments, which the
Clerk will report.

The Clerk read the Senate amendments.

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the Senafe
amendments.

The Senate amendments were agreed to.

AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EELIEF IN THE NEAR EAST.

Mr. MONTAGUE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
discharge the Committee on the Judiciary from further con-
sideration of the bill (8. 4785) to incorporate the American
Committee for Relief in the Near East, and that the same be
considered at this time.

Mr. MANN. Where is the Senate bill now?

Mr. MONTAGUE. It is before the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. A similar House bill has been unanimously reported
by the Committee on the Distriet of Columbia.

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Virginia asks unani-
mous consent that the Committee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further comsideration of Senate bill 4785, and that the
same be taken up for consideration at this time. The Clerk
will report the bill.

The Clerk read as follows: I

Be it enacted, etc., That the following Bersons, namely, James L.
Barton, Samuel T. Dutton, Cleveland H., odge, Hent{ 0. thau,
Bdwin M. Bulkley, Alexander J. Hemphill, Charles R. Crane, William
Howard Taft, Charles Evans Hughes, g:lihu Root, Harry Pratt Judson,
Charles E. Beury, Arthur J. Brown, John B, Calvert, Willlam I. Chamber-
lain, William T. Ellis, James Cardinal Gibbons, Jerome D. Greene, David
H. Greer, Harold A. i-latch, William I. Haven, Myron T. Herrick, Hamil-
ton Holt, Frank W. Jackson, Arthur Curtiss James, Frederick eh,
Vance C. McCormick, Charles 8, Macfarland, Henry B. I. Macfarland,
William B. Millar, John R. Mott, Frank Mason North, GwrﬁoA.
Plimpton, Philip Bhlnelnnder. Willlam Jay Schieffelin, George T. Scott,
Albert Shaw, William Sloane, Edward Lincoln Smith, Robert Eliot Speer,
James M. Speers, Oscar 8. Straus, Charles V. Vickrey, Harry A. Wheeler,
$tanley White, Ray Lyman Wllf)ur, Talcott Willilams, and Stephen B.
Wise, their associates and successors duly chosen, are hereby incor-
mmicd and declared Lo be a body corporate of the District of Columbia
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by the name of the American Committee for Relief in the Near East anl
by that name shall be known and have perpetual succession, with the
powers, limitations, and restrictions herein contained.

Sec. 2. That the object for which said corporation is incorporated
ghall be to provide relief and to nssist in the repatriation, rehabilita-
tion, and reestablishment of suffering and dependent people of the Near
East and adjacent areas; to provide for the care of orphans and widows,

and to conduct any industrial cnterprises or operations of a philan-
thropie character which may, in the judgment of the corporation, be
necessa to promote the social, economic, and industrial welfare of

those who have been rendered destitute, or dependent directly or indi-
rectly, by the vicissitudes of war, the cruelties of men, or other causes
beyond their control.

SEc. 3. That the direction and management of the affairs of the cor-
poration, and the control of it:egmfony and funds, shall be vested in o
board of trustees, to be compo of the foliowing individunals : James L.
Barton, Samunel T. Dutton, Cleveland 1. Dodge, Henry Morgenthau,
Edwin M. Bulkley, Alexander J. Hemphill, Charles R, Crane, Willlam
Howard Taft, Charles Evans Iughes, Elihu Root, Harry Pratt Judson,
Charles 1. Beury, Arthur J. Brown, John B. Calvert, William I. Cham-
berlain, Willlam T. Ellis, James Cardinal Gibbons, Jerome I). Greene,
David H. Greer, Harold A. Hatch, William £. ITaven, Myron T. Herrick,
Hamilton Holt., Frank W. Jackson, Arthur Curtizss James, Frederick
Lynch, Vance €, McCormick, Charles 8, Macfarland, Henry B. 19 Mae-
farland, Willlam B. Millar, John R. Mott, Frank Mason North, George A.
Plimpton, Philip Rhinelander, William Jay Schieffelin, George T. Sceott,
Albert 8haw, Willlam Sloane, Edward Lincoln 8mith, Robert Eliot Speer,
James M. Speers, Oscar 8. Straus, Charles V, Vickrey, Ilarry- A. Wheeler,
stanley White, Ray Lyman Wilbur, Talcott Williams, and Stephen 8,
Wise, who ghall constifute the first board of trustees and constitute the
members of the corporation. Vacancies oceurring by death, resignation,
or otherwise shall be filled by the remaining trustees in such manner as
the by-laws shall prescribe, and the persons so elected shall therenpon
bLecome trustees and also members of the corporation.

Sec, 4. That the principal office of the corporation shall be located
in the District of Columbia, but offices may be maintained and meetings
of the corporation or of the trustecz amnd committees may be held in
other places, such as the by-laws may from time to time fix,

Sec. 5. That the said trustees shall be entitled te take, Lold, and
administer any securities, funds, or prupertis' which may be transferred
to them for the purposes and objecis lhereinbefore enumerated by the
existing and nnincorporated Awmerlcan Committee for Armenian and
Syrian Relief, and such other funds or property as may at any thne be
given, devised, or bequeatted to them, or to such corporation, for the
purposes of the trust; with full power from time to time to adopt a
commeon geal, to appeint officers, whether members of the board of frus-
tees or otherwise, and soch employees as may be deemed necessary for
carrying on the business of the corporation, and at sueh salaries or with
such remuneration as they may think proper; and full power to adopt
Ly-laws and such rules or regulations as may be necessary to secure the
gafe and convenient transaction of the business of the corporation.

SEC. 6. That as soon as may he possible after the passaze of this act
a meeting of the trustecs heréinbefore named shall be ealled by Samuel
T. Dutton, Cleveland 1. Daodge, Henry Morgenthau, Edwin M. Dolkley,
Alexander J. Hemphill, Willlam 1% Millar, George I'. Bcott, James L.
Barton, and Charles V. Vickrey, or any six of them, at the Dorough of
Manhattan, in the city of New York, by notlee served in person or hy
mall, addressed to each trustee at his place of residence; and the sald
trustees named herein, or a majority thereof, being assembled, shall
organize and proceed to adopt by-laws, to elect officers, and generally to
organize the sald corporation.

Sec. 7. That Congress reserves the right to alter, amend, or repeal this
act. 4

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

Mr, GARRETT of Tennessee.” Mr. Speaker, reserving the
right to object, I hope the gentleman from Virginia will make
gome explanation of the bill.

Mr. MONTAGUE. Mr. Speaker, I should be very glad to make
an explanation, if it is desired. I do not want to consume the
time of the IHouse, for I know this day has been set apart for
the consideration of bills on the Private Calendar. If this char-
ity is to be effective, however, the bill must be very speeilily
passed. Ten days at least must clapse before the bill can be-
come operative after its passage.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessec. This makes this a corporation
of the District of Columbia, does it?

Mr. MONTAGUE. It makes it n national corporation, in my
opinion.

Mr. TOWNER. It makes it a corporation of the Distriet of
Columbia by the terms of the bill.

Mr. MONTAGUE. Technically, it is a corporation with head
offices in the District of Columbia.

Mr. TOWNER. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman will permit,
the important matter is that it should be incorporated by the
Clongress of the United States. It effects almost the consolida-
tion of existing societies, because of the importunate nature of
the relief work. About 4,000,000 of these Syrians and Arme-
nians have heen driven from their homes and are refugees only,
without clothes and without food, dying every day.

The importunate nature of this is to gatheér together and
unify this relief work. This organization of men embraces
leading men who have been interested in this relief work, and is
to unify it and place it under one control. That, of course, is the
object of the bill. It passed the Senate unanimously the other
day, and it has been favorably reported by the committee here.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. Now, there is some language
in section 2——

Mr. MONTAGUE. T would say to the gentleman, supplement-
ing what the gentleman from Iowa has said, that the temper and
mind of the peoples in the Near East with whom this fund will

have to be distributed is such that nnless you have some gov-
ernmental impress upon the organization itself its object can
not be effectively secured. It is proposed to raise a very large
sum by voluntary contributions, to be administered by this cor-
poration for the relief of the distressed people of Armenia, of
Syria, and the other sections of the country formerly under the
Ottoman domination. I may say that perhaps no distress and
suffering ever equaled the distress and suffering that this bill
attempts to meet, and the immediate necessity alone justifies
me in asking its present consideration by the House.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. I desire to call my friend’s
attention to the language in section 2, in which there is enumer-
ated the object or objects, “ and to conduct any industrial enter-
prises,” that is in lines 18 and 19. 2

Mr., MONTAGUE. If the getleman will read the residue of
the sentence, he will see it says, “ and to conduet any industrial
enterprises or operations of a philanthropic character.” That
is, the operations of the industrial enterprise must be of a
philanthropic charvacter. There may be technical and mechan-
ical training schools, for example.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. 'The gentlemnn says there may
be technieal schools theré. May I ask where?

Mr. MONTAGUE. In Armenia or Syria, Asia Minor.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. It i not expected they will
operate in this country?

AMr. MONTAGUE, Not at all. The entire administration of
this philanthropy is to be in what is generally called the Near
East; that is, in Syria, Aszia Minor, and contiguous country.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. Now, may I ask my friend from
Virginia just why it is necessary to have a special act? Why can
not this be incorporated under the zeneral laws of the Distriet
of Columbia?

Mr. MONTAGUHE. For the reason suggested by the gentle-
man from Towa awhile ago: that is, unless the people in the
Near Iast believe that the Federal Government in some way
has given its impress to this philanthropie undertaking it will
not meet with the suceess that is desired.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, may I ask the
gentleman if this bill or a similar bill is now pending before
tie Committee on the Judiciary?

Mr. MONTAGUE. This bill was presented by me some
months since, and the next day, upon looking at the calendar, I
found the bill had been referred to the Committee on the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 1 thought it should have been referred to
the Committee on the Judiciary, in my ignorance. The Com-
mittee on the District of Columbia, however, reported it out
vnanimously, so I was informed by Mr, Jonxson of Kentucky,
thx chairman of the committee. In the past few days a similar
bill has passed the Sena'‘e unanimously, being reported by the
Judiciary Committee of the Senate. That bill came fo this
body and was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Therefore I made the request a few moments since for unani-
mwous consent that the Commitiee on the Judiciary should be
discharged from the further consideration of the Senate bill,
and that that bill should be taken up and considered in lieu of
the House bill heretoforc reported by the Committee on the
District of Columbia. That is the parlinmentary status, as I
understand it.

Mr. SLAYDEN.,
just for a moment?

Mr, MONTAGUE. I will.

Jlr, SLAYDEN. Is this woney to be collected by this pro-
posed organization to be handled in the same way as that of
the Armenian Relief Committee, who heretofore handled con-
tributions sent to them without overhead charges or expense
for transmission, and so forth?

Mr. MONTAGUE. I am very glad the gentleman has asked
that question. and I would like to have the attention of the
gentleman from Tennessee and the other Members of the House,
because it is an important inquiry. Millions of dollars have
been solicited and much already sent to these suffering people
and not one cent of overhead charge has been incurred in con-
nection with the distribution or the administration of that fund,
and the hope of the incorporators is to do the work without any
overhead charge. It is a piece of clean charity from beginning
to end. It is simply asked that the organization may have the
imprimatur of the Government itself to facilitate its banking
operations or its contact with the Governments of that country
tc give the organization a standing greater than a mere volun-
tary or a private organization could obtain.

Mr. LONDON. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. MONTAGUE. I will.

Mr. LONDON. Does the expression “ Near East"” have a
definite legal meaning?

Will the gentleman yield for a question,
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Mr. MONTAGUE. I think not. I think it has a historic
meaning which is better understood by the gentleman than by
myself.

Mr. LONDON.
law?

Mr. MONTAGUE. It says the “Near East and adjacent
areas” and specifically contemplates Syria and Armenia, does
it not? I think that is ample geographiecally and govern-
mentally. The trouble is if this bill is amended now it will
have to go back to the Senate, and what we desire to do is to
get immediate relief to these poor, starving people.

Mr. LONDON. Does the gentleman ‘believe the slightest
amendment would defeat the bill now?

Mr. MONTAGUE. 1 do not think it would defeat the bill, but
it would celay the Dbill, because it would have to go back to
the Senate.

AMr. LONDON. Of course, ihe expression “ Near East ™ has a
definite historical meaning and is used in historical works. The
question is whether the courts will take judicial notice of the
weaning of that expression.

Mr. MONTAGUE. Well, I do not know what the courts
would hold. I will say to the gentleman that I think the ferm
“ Near East,” if I am not mistaken, has, as the gentleman says,
a definite historieal meaning, and it was put in this bill by the
suggestion of those who have given very largely to this charity,
and I have no doubt they had quite a satisfactory idea of what
is meant by the terms “ Near Last " and * adjacent areas.”

Mr. EMERSON. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. MONTAGUE. I will.

Mr. EMERSON. How were these names suggested?

Mr. MONTAGUE. These names were suggested originally by
this very committee, or some gentleman of this commitiee, as L
understand. It was a voluntary committee, and perhaps en-
larged by these names contained in the bill. -

Mr. EMERSON. All the interests have been consulted in
connection with this?

Mr. MONTAGUE. I understand from my correspondence
with the secretary that this Dhill is the unanimous wish of all
of these incorporators—very eminent inecorporators, as the
gentleman will observe.

Mr. ALMON.,
will say to the gentleman from Virginia that this day was set
aside especially for the Private Calendar, and with the under-
standing that he would let this bill go over if discussion arose
and it was found that time wonld be required {o pass it. I
think if it requires discussion and time he ought to let it go
over until the Private Calendar is disposed of,

Mr. MONTAGUE.
sirous of discussion.

Mr. ALMON. With the understanding that you will let it
go over if time is Fequired——

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

Mr. GARD. Reserving the right to object. M. Speaker, this
bill, as I understand, was introduced by the gentleman from
Virginia in the House on the 1st of July, 1918. 1t was referred,
possibly inadvertently, to the Committee on the District of
Columbia, the only conneetion whieh one can see being the fact
that it is supposed to be incorporated in the Distriet of Colum-
Lia. The real object of such a bill as this is to obtain what they
call the “prestige” of Laving the United Siates of Ameriea
back it as an incorporation. The bill has never had any action

Would it not be bette= to define it in the

in the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representa-

tives, notwithstanding that it is now there. The Senate bill
is sought to be substituted, without consideration or amend-
ment, and the Senate bill is now, so I am informed as to the
parlinmentary status, in the Committee on ihe Judiciary of the
House of Representatives. :

It seems to me there may be a number of things in ithis Lill
in the matter of the perfection of the detailg, as suggested in
this debate, in the maiter of seeing to whom this relief does go,
in the matter of consideration of the great scope of section 2,
which provides for the conduct of industrial enterprises and of
operations of a philanthropic character, and proceedings neces-
sary to promote the economic welfare, and such things of that
kind—and I assuredly have no objection to the accomplishment
of these very worthy objects—but I have an objection to the
incorporation without consideration of bodies «f men ealling
themselves different associations, seeking to become incorporated
in the District of Columbia for a national purpose, and it cer-
tainly is most unwise to make an incorporation even of this
admittedly excellent character unless it can be passed upon
by the proper committee, anless certain amendments or suog-
gestions can be considered after hearings, unless the member-
ship of the House can be advised rightly, because it is not a

Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to object, I

right thing to incorporate and to give the great benefit of na-
tional incorporation to any society unless we know the exact
meaning of what is sought to be accomplished and see whether
these meanings coincide with our power to afford national in-
corporation. It seems to me we ought not peremptorily set
aside action and discharge a committee which :as never had
opportunity to give consideration to a bill and take up a Sen-
ate bill that we know little of. This proposed relief has been
and ecan be afforded without this bill. And under the ecircum-
stances, therefore, Mr. Speaker, I am constrained to object until
the proper committee has opportunity to consider it.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman objects, and the gentleman
from Mississipri is recognized.

PRIVATE CALENDAR.

Mr. KITCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I believe it is understood that
we call the bills as they appear on the Private Calendar.

Mr. MANN. You have to move to go into the Committee of
the Whole.

Mr. KITCHIN. I was going to make a unanimous-consent
request. I ask unanimous consent that all bills on the Private
Calendar he considered in the House as in the Committee of
the Whole.

Mr, MANN. O, no.
is wholly impracticable,

The SPEAKER. The gentieman from Illinois objects.

Mr. KITCHIN. T thought we could save time.

Mr. MANN. The bills are called only by unanimous consent,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois objects.

EXTEXSION OF REMARKS.

Mr. ALMON. Alr. Speaker, 1 ask unanimous consent to re-
vise and extend my remarks in the Recorp on the Post Office
appropriation bill.

The SPEAKER. The zenfleman from Alabama asks unani-
mous consent to revise and extend his remarks in the Recorp
on the Post Office appropriation bill. Without objection, it is
s0 ordered.

There was no objection.

PRIVATE CALEXDAR.

Then we will have to make a motion on

I will say to the gentleman that that

Mr. KITCHIN.
each bill.

Mr. MANN. Oh, no.

The SPEAKER. The only motion to make is to go into the
Committee of the Whole.

Mr. KITCHIN, I move. Mr. Speaker, that we go into the

I assure the gentleman that I am not de- |

Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union to
consider bills on the Private Calendar.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Carolina moves
| that the House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole
| House on the state of the Union to consider bills on the Private
Calendar,

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly the House resolved itself into the Committee of
ilic Whole House on the state of the Union for the consideration
L of bills on the Private Calendar, with Mr, Garp in the chair.
The CHAIRMAN. The Housc is in the Committee of the
| Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of con-
sideration of bhills on the Private Calendar. The Clerk will re-
| port the first hill.

STEAMSHIP “ CALDERA.”

The first bill in order on the Private Calendar was the bill
(Il. R. 4988) fo authorize the changiug of the name of the
stenmship Caldera.

Mr, STAFFORD. Mr. Speaker, T ask unanimous consent that
{this bill be passed over without prejudice and take its position
at the foot of the ealendar. The reason for my making that
request, I helieve, though I have not bad time to confirm it,
is that there i3 a SBenate bill of identie character that was passed
some months ago. Otherwise I would move to lay the bill on
the table.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the
zentleman from Wisconsin that this bill be passed without
prejudice and go to the foot of the calendar?

AMr. FOSTER. Mr. Chairman, why not let it take its place?
It iz not being objected to. Why not leave it where it is and
pass it over temporarily? -

Mr, STAFFORD. 1 have no objeection to that, Mr. Chairman.
If there is any wmember of the Committee on the Merchant
Marine and Fisheries in the Chamber, I would be glad if he
would give us information on this bill. I believe that a Senate
bill of identical character was passed in the summer session.
Mr. Chairman, 1 ask that the bill be passed over without
prejudice.
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The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the
gentlewan from Wisconsin by unanimous consent that this bill
be passed over without prejudice?

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will report the next bill.

DAVID I, BRAINARD,

The next business in order on the Private Calendar was the
bill (8. 979) for the promotion and retirement of Col. David L.
Brainard, Quartermaster Corps, United States Army.

The title of the bill was read.
th'l‘tlei CHAIRMAN, Is there objection to the consideration of

is bill?

Mr. STAFFORD. ' Mr. Chairman, we are not considering bills
under reservation of objection. We are considering all the bills
on the Calendar in their order.. This bill is on the Calendar,
and has been called, and is entitled fo consideration. I rise to
ask recognition from the Chair.

Mr. KITCHIN. The gentleman from California [Mr. KaABN],
who is famillar with this bill, is here.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr,
Starrornp] asks recognition of the Chair?

Mr., STAFFORD. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the gentleman.

Mr. STAFFORD. I was under the impression, Mr. Chair-

man—and that impression is confirmed by the gentieman from
California [Mr. Kaux]—that the purpose of this bill was in-
corporated in the Army appropriation bill. I therefore move
that the bill be reported back to the House with the recommenda-
tion that it lie upon the table.
- The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Wisconsin moves that
this bill (8. 979) be reported back to the House with the recom-
mendation that it lie on the table. The question is on agreeing
to that motion. j

The motion was agreed to.

STEAMSHIP “ CALDERA.”

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Chairman, my attention has been ealled,
since the first bill was brought up for consideration, to the eal-
endar, which shows that Senate bill 2469, now public law 118, au-
thorizing the change of the name of the steamship Culdera, has
passed Loth bodies and is now a law. I now ask that the House
bill 4988 be called up formally so that I may make a motion to
have it reported back to the House with the recommendation
that it lie on the table.

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Wisconsin asks unani-
mous consent to call up the bill H. R. 4988. Is there objection?

There was no objection.

Mr. STAFFORD. - I move, Mr. Chairman, that the bill H. R.
4938 be laid aside with the recommendation that it lie on the
table.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Wisconsin moves that
the bill (H. . 4988) to authorize the changing of the name of the
steamship Caldera be laid aside with the recommendation that
it lie on the table. The question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The CHATRMAN. The Clerk will report the next bill.

MARY NEAF,

The next business in order on the Private Calendar was the
bill (H. R. 7715) for the relief of Mary Neaf.

The title of the bill was read.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the bill.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows: :

Be it enacted, efe., That Mary Neaf, mother of Richard Neaf, who
served under the name of John Ryan as a private in the One hundred
and sixty-seventh Company, Coast Artillery Corps, shall be considered
as the duly designated beneficiary of the late Richard Neaf, alias John

BEyan, under the act approved May 11, 1908, as amended by the act ap-

proved March 8, 1909.

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr, Chairman, I move, if some member of
the committee does not wish so to move, that this bill be laid
aside with a favorable recommendation that it do pass. I beg
the pardon of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. IcoE]. The
gentleman can make the motion.

Mr, IGOE. Never mind. Go ahead.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Wisconsin moves
that the bill (H. R. 7T715) for the relief of Mary Neaf be laid
aside with the recommendation that it do pass. The question
is on agreeing to that motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the next bill on
the Private Calendar.

CLATMS AGAINST THE CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW NATIONS.

The next business in order on the Private Calendar was the
bill (H. Ik, 329) referring certain claims against the Choctaw
and Chickasaw Nations of Indians to the (Jourt of Claims.

The title of the bill was read,

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr, Chairman, the bill just read by title
was incorporated as an amendment to the Indian appropriation
bill last year. For that reason I move that the bill be reported
g?lfik to the House with the recommendation that it lie on the

e

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Oklahoma moves that
the bill M. R. 320 be reported back to the House with the
recommendation that it lie on the table. The question is on
agreeing to that motion.

The motion was agreed to.

' IARRIET FISHER.

The next business in order on the Private Calendar was the
bill (H. R. 855) for the relief of Harriet Fisher.

The title of the bill was read.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the bill.

The Clerk read as follows:

Be it enacted, ele., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he ia
hereby, authorized to issue n patent te Harriet Fisher, of St. Louis,
Mo., for the southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of section 28,
in township 17 seuth, range 7 west, of the fifth principal meridian
in Arkansas: Provided, That she shall file application for the land and
pay therefor at the rate of §1.25 per acre within six months after the
approval of this act,

Mr. TILLAMAN, Mr. Chairman, I assume that there will be no
opposition to the passage of this measure.

In 1861 a certain military land warrant was issued and it was
sought to be located on a particular 40 scres of land in the State
of Arkansas, and described in the bill. A mistake was made in
the location of the land and the location was canceled. Later
another effort was made to locate this particular land warrant,
which was located on different land from the tract in question.
For the past 50 years this tract of 40 acres has been occupied
and thought to be owned by different individuals. Finally this
St. Louis woman, Mrs. Harriet Fisher, acquired the land through
purchase in good faith for a valuable consideration. It devel-
oped that the tract had never been patented. During all these
years the taxes assessed against the property have been paid.
The title was thought to be good, and now this party simply asks
the privilege of entering it at the prevailing price of $1.25 an
acre.

I move, Mr. Chairman, that the bill be reported back to the
House with the recommendation that it be passed.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Arkansas moves that
the bill H. R. 855 be reported back to the House with the recom-
menidutlcm that it be passed. The question is on agreeing to that
motion,

The motion was agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the next bill on the
Private Calendar,

ALEXANDER F. M'COLLAM,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (. It.
1423) for the relief of Alexander F. McCollam.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete.,, That the Becretary of the Interior be, and he is
hereby, authorized and directed to issue a patent to Alexander F. Mec-
Collam, of Yankee Jims, Placer County, Cal.,, for the lands described
in homestead entry No. 07349, SBacramento series, belng homestead-
entry survey No. 147, in section 28, township 14 north, range 10 east,
Mount Diablo Meridian, in Sacramento land distriet, in Placer Conunty,
Cal., and rontg.ininf 1]1_'5, acres, according to official plat of homestead-
entry survey No. 147, in the Tahoe National Forest made July 19, 1615.

AMr. RAKER. Mr. Chairman, this bill passed the House and
went to the Senate during the last days of the last Congress,
and like many other bills did not get through the Senate. The
committee has again unanimously reported it to the House, and I
move it be reported to the House with a favorable recommenda-
tion.

Mr, MANN. Mr. Chairman, I know from observation in the
past that the gentleman from California can make himself heard,
but we ‘could not hear what he said at this time,

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ask that the gentle-
man from California repeat_his statement?

Mr, MANN. I could not ask that he repeat it, but I ask the
gentleman to explain the bill so that we may know something
about it

Mr. RAKER. Mr. Chairman, I would be pleased to make a
statement. The purpose of the bill Is to have a patent issued
to the present owner, Alexander F, McCollam, so far as the
records are concerned of the probate court in Placer County.
Originally Henry Eckhoff made application for a homestead. It
was land segregated in a forest reserve et apart for town pur-

People were allowed to make homestead entries on the
land. Eckhoff made a homestead entry, inclosed it, and there-
after died before patent could issne. The probate proceedings
were taken in the court of Placer County before Judge Prewett,
the necessary proceedings were had at the sale, and MeCollam
purchased the property and a deed was issued to him.
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Mr. STAFFORD. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. RAKER. Yes.

Mr, STATTFORD. Under the regulations of the Land Office
is it necessary for the purchaser at an administration sale of the
rights of the deceased intestate to publie lands to also prove that
he himself is qualified as an entryman and entitled to a patent?

Mr. RAKER. It might be if it was an ordinary homestead of
100 or 320 acres; but this is a small tract of a forest reserve
that these people were allowed to homestead. The gentleman
will notice that this only comprises 1.16 acres of land—a town
lot.

Mr, STAFFORD. The gentleman has not answered my ques-
tion, The gentleman is on the Public Land Committee, and, I
suppose, is well acquainted with the laws as to the rights of
purchasers of the claims of deceased homesteaders.

Mr. RAKER. If a man makes a purchase at a valid sale he
does not have to prove his qualifications as a homestead c¢laim-
ant, if all the proceedings nre under the land laws., But in this
particular instance, being a town lot, fenced, and a nice little
home on the place, they do not require the purchaser to show
his qualifications as a homestead claimant. In other words,
the ordinary course would he to make final proof and get a
patent for the heirs. There were no heirs. The effori was
made, and the eourt allowed the proceedings to go through the
probate court, and McCollam purchased at an administrative
sale, paid his money, and then his only course by which he
could obtain the title to the Jand was to make a proper show-
inz to the Land Office, which he has done, 2nd they recommended
that the patent be issned for this small tract of land.

Mr. STAFFORD. I do not believe the department has gcne
quite as far as the gentleman says in recommending that a
patent be issued to the purchaser of the rights of the deceased

claimant,
Mr. RAKER., They have said that they would make no ob-
Jjections,

Mr. STAFFORD. I am a little in doubt as to whether the
purchaser would not have to qualify to show that he was a
gualified entryman in order to entitle him to a patent.

Mr. RAKER. No; if he applied to the Land Office and got a
patent issued to him directly, not as an heir of the original
applieant, he might have to do it; but there are no provisions
in the law whereby you can sell the rights of a homestead
claimant at an administrative sale and get a patent, and there-
fore it requires this kind of legislation.

Mr. NORTON. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr, RAKER., Yes.

Mr. NORTON. As a matter of fact, the estate of this man
¥ekhoft had no interest in this land whatever under exist-
ing lnw.

Mr. RAKER. Ixeept as a homestead claimant.

Mr. NORTON. That is no interest at all. You arve tryine to
have enacted law which would give McCollnm this land,
whereas under any claim of right that he mwakes a8 having a
right from Eckhoff does not exist. The gentleman is asking
Congress to give him pure new legislation, to give him this land
and put it under the guise that Eckhoff at one time had a claim
on the land. That is it in substance.

Mr. RAKER. I beg the gentleman's pardon, there is no as-
sumption about it. The probate court assumed jurisdietion and
wound up the estate. Administration was completely had and
the court authorized the sale by giving public notice, which was
given., They authorized the sale of 1.16 acres, and at the execu-
tive sale Mr, McCollam bought and paid the money and got his
deed. Ickhoff had no heirs that they have been able to find.
Mr. MecCollam has paid the money and the Department of Agri-
culture has received it, and the Secretary of the Interior says
that this is the only method by which a man can obtain title to
what he has bought and paid for. We have taken this method
to do it.

Mr. NORTON. You would have exactly a similar case if a
man had last year taken up 640 acres in North Dakota, settled
on it, and a few days after settling had died, and I had gone out
there, had his estate probated, and had included in the estate
the (G40 acres and made a purchase of if, when under the law I
knew that that land would not descend to his estate at all.

Mr. RAKER. Oh, yes.

AMr. NORTON. And the administration of the estate, includ-
ing that land, was a mere fiction.

Mr. RAKER. Oh, I beg the gentleman's pardon. Under

any homestead filing properly complied with the widow, if any,
and the minor children, if any, or the representatives, may
make final proof on the homestead and get a patent.
seen it done many times,

Mr. NORTON. So have I; but in this ease there is no widow
and no children.

I have

Mr. RAKER. TIn this case it is only a fown-lot site set aside
in a forest reserve as part of the town, where the man had
been living on it, and they called them homesteads, and the
man got his filing for this 1.16 acres, built a nice home. and then
died, and the probate court administered upon it, and MecCollam
purchased it at the sale. This is the only method by which he
can get the title.

Mr. HAMILTON of Michigan.
tleman yield?

Mr. RAKER. Yes.

AMr. HAMILTON of Michigan. Assuming the probate pro-
ceedings were entirely regular, did not McCollam take only
such title as KEekhoff actually possessed, and he possibly bought
the property in at the administrators’ sale at a price somewhat
below what the property would be worth if the title was known
to be absolutely settled?

Mr. RAKER. No; I thiuk not. I understood from what I
gathered, which is not in the record, that it was offered at
public sale, and he paid a fair price. Just what amount he
paid I do not remember.

Mr HAMILTON of Michigan. Of course, he bought the prop-
erty with his eyes wide open, knowing what he was getting.

Mr, RAKER. Oh, surely; but the judge who administered
upon the case is one of the ublest men in California, and ordi-
narily people have great coufidence in a proceeding before a
Jjudge of that kind. The judge assumed jurisdiction and com-
pleted the administration. Here is a little home, and the man
assumed that he would eventually get the title. He finds now
that the strict legal title is in the Government. The equitable
title to the fence and in the house was in McCollam, beyond
question, He asks Congress to allow the Seceretary of the Inte-
rior to issue him a patent for this land, and the Department of
the Interior as well as the Department of Agricalture aceods to
that; they think it cught to he done.

Mr. HAMILTON of Michigan. Of course, the gentleman un-
derstands that I am not questioning the legal ability of the
court.

Mr. RAKER.
quastion,

Mr. NORTON. The gentleman states that IEckhoff built g
nice home on this land.

Mr. RAKER. He did.

Mr. NORTON. And lived there—settled there.

Mr, RAKER. He did.

Mr. NORTON. He resided there for some {ime?

Mr. RAKER. He resided there for some time and then died.

Mr. NORTON. How much was this home worth?

AMr. RAKER. I do not remember now just what it is worth,

Mr. NORTON. I rotice that McCollam paid 875 for it.

Mr. RAKER. Yes.

Mr. NORTON. It must have been a very fine home.

Mr. RAKER. I have seen many homes on this land we are
trying to legislate about, for homesteaders, for £50 or $75.

Mr. NORTON. What is the land worth per nere?

Mr. RAKER. At this particular place?

Mr. NORTON. Yes.

Mr. RAKER. Oh, it is u little town in. the mountains.

Mr. NORTON. As a matter of fact, of course, under the law
I know, and I think the gentleman knows——

Mr. RAKER. T said that the strict legal title is in the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. NORTON. ‘It is just passing legislation here to give him
a piece of Government land which he can acquire in another
way. :

Mr. RAKER. No, he ean not.

Mr, NORTON. Can he not make entry on this land now?

Mr. RAKER. No.

Mr. NORTON. Why not.

Mr, RAKER. It would not be practical to use his home-
stead rights on an acre of town lots that he thought he was
getting title to. It is too small to take the time of the House.

Mr. NORTON. Another way in which he would acquire it,
instead of coming here to Congress and taking the time of Con-
gress and incurring an expense of several hundred dollars on
the part of Congress, would be to buy scrip and scrip it.

Mr. RAKER. No; that kind of land is not subject to scrip.

Mr., NORTON. Santa Fe scrip.

Mr. RAKER. Noj; you can not serip on an acre and sixteen
one-hundredths of an acre.

Mr. NORTON. I do not want to dispute the gentleman, but I
do not know of any land that ean not be seripped.

Mr. RAKER. There have been too many thousands of acres
seripped in my district, taken fron: the Santa Fe, and you can
not do it.

Mr. Chairman, will the gzen-

I appreciate the importance of {he gentleman's
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Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. RAKER. Yes.

Mr. STAFFORD. I was rather surprised at the gentleman's
statement of the law that it was not necessary for the purchaser
to qualify himsgelf as an entryman in order to entitle him to
succeed to the rights of the deceased intestate. I direct the
gentleman’s attention to the language of the Secrefary of the
Interier on that subject on page 4 of the report. That is the rea-
son that I inquired as to the law and regulations governing that
phase of the subject. - In the last paragraph but one from the
end the Secretary writes:

No evidence has been submifted tending to show whether or not
Alexander ¥, MeCollum possesses the requisite homestead qualifications
i]nl‘;(;sﬁal'y to the entry by him of publie lands under the homestead

I take it from that statement that the department would de-
cline to recognize any person as purchaser of the rights of a
lhomestend entryman unless he ecould qualify as a homestead
entryman,

Mr. RAKER. Not in a case of this kind. I feel quite sure
of the point because of the peculiar status of those town-site
lots. It is divided up in blocks or lots, and these people were
permitted to take these pieces each one was living on and call
it his home, and in a way they ealled it a homestead.

Mr. STAFFORD. They had to qualify to take those pieces
of land under the homestead law?

1 do not believe the intent of the homestead law would cover
that ease. Unquestionably, in my mind, from reading the Secre-
tary’s letter, it does technically require that a person must be a
qualified entryman.

Mr, RAKER, Ordinarily I think there is no doubt about
that. Mr. Chairman, I move that the bill be laid aside with a
favorable recommendation.

The motion was agreed to.

DAVID E. GRAY.

The next business in order on the Private Calendar was the
bill (H. R. 1607) for the relief of David E. Gray.
The Clerk rend the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to credit the accounts of David BE. Gray, post-
master at Greeley, Colo., in the sum of §10,088.09, due to the United
Htates on account of postage stamps and other stamped paper om ac-
i‘?}lilit of losses resulting from burglary of sald post office on July 1,

Mre, TIMBERLAKE. Mr. Chairman, unless some explanation
is nsked of this bill T would like to meve that it be reported
back to the House with a favorable recommendation.

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Chairman, the bill carries the very
large amounf of $10,000, and I think the gentleman should
make some explanation of the merits of this bill before moving
its adoption.

Mr. TIMBERLAKE. I will be very glad to do so. This is
the case of a post-office burglary. The post office at Greeley,
Colo., in 1911 was robbed of stamps and post-office receipts to
the amount of $10,088.00. The report accompanying this bill
is a very complete showing that full investigation of the rob-
bery was made by the representatives of the Post Office Depart-
ment in Colorado, to which investigation the postmaster him-
self gave every aid possible and spent quite a large sum of
money in order to apprehend the thief and recover the stolen
property, however without avail. The fact that it exceeds the
amount of $10,000 is the only thing that prevented prompt set-
tlement by the PPost Office Department, the law requiring that
when the amount exceeds $10,000 that the Post Office Depart-
ment must be authorized by a speeial aet of Congress to relieve
the indebtedness, and that is the purpose of this bill, which has
the full indorsement of the Postmaster General.

Mr. MANN. Will the gentleman yield for a ion?

Mr. TIMBERLAKE. Yes; I shall be glad to do so.

Mr. MANN. Has this bill been before previous Congresses?

Mr. TIMBERLAKE. That is a question that T am unable to
answer. It only was brought to my attention in the fore part
of 1916. At the time I introduced the bill, I think——

Mr. STAFFORD. I know that the gentleman is very familiar
with it, but the report does not disclose that it has ever been
submitted to the House or the Senate for action.

M’r. TIMBERLAKTE. T think that is true if I remember eor-
rectly.

Mr. STAFFORD. And the letter of the Postmaster General
on this subject is as late as January 22 of this year.

Mr, MANN. It seems to me remarkable that where the Post
Office investigators promptly made an investigation and
promptly reported that the postmaster should be relieved from
the liability no elaim has been maile to Congress hetween 1011
and 1917. I did not reeall the bill in a former Congress, and

that is the reason I asked the gentleman,

Mr. TIMBERLAKE. The report does not diselose thaf, and
I have no personal information with reference te it. I know a
considerable sum was spent by the postmaster himself I eun-

| junction with the representatives of the department in an

endeavor to run down the thief. They had several clues pre-
sented fo them, and considerable time was used in sueh investi-
gation before remedy was asked from the department.

Mr. BLANTON, Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. TIMBERLAKE. T shall be very giad to do so.

Mr. BLANTON. Did the committee before whom this bill was
pending hear evidence of the justice of the claim?

Mr. TIMBERLAKE. The member of the Post Office Com-
mittee [Mr. Steenersox] who made the report on the bl will
answer that question.

Mr. BLANTON. I would just like to know whether or not
favorable report on this bill was made solely upon the letter of
the Postmaster General or did they hear evidence?

Mr, STEENERSON. We heard the representative of the Post
Office Department and the eommittee was unanimous in recom-
mending it.

Mr. BLANTON. I wanted to know if the evidenee showed
that the requirements under section 361 of the postal regulations
were carried out by the Postmaster, that the funds were sccurely
Iocked up as required by that regulation?

Mr. STEENERSON. Yes; the evidence showed that they
were locked in a safe furnished by the United States Govern-
ment, and it was not the postmaster’s property.

B{r,; BLANTON. That the postmaster was in no way negli-
gen

Mr. STEENERSON. No; the burglar entered by taking out a
pane of glass in the rear and reaching around and opened the
lock of the door. This safe formerly was in use by the United
States Government at Colorado Springs, and the post-office
inspector had this safe moved to Greeley, and it was furnished
to the postmaster by the United States Government and locked,
and they knocked off—what is it?

Mr, TIMBERLAKE The eombination of the safe.

Mr. STEENERSON. The knob you turn.

Mr. BLANTON. I would like to know whether if the full
amount of the loss, as evidenced by this claim, was definitely
proven by evidence of probative force?

Mr. STEENERSON. It was absolutely proven and the oniy
reason why the Post Office Department did not pay it at once
was because it exceeded by $85 the maximum the department
can pay in such cases under the statufe of 1888.

Mr. BLANTON. I .would like to state to the commitiee the
reason I am asking these questions is there are a number of
claims coming from wvarious postmasters all over the country
for alleged loss of stamps and funds, and so forth, against
which I expeet to lodge objection, and I did not want a prece-
dent to be established in this partieular ease by lettting this bill
go through unless all of these matters had been met——

Mr, STEENERSON. That is very true.

Mr. BLANTON. I want to eall the attention of the cominittee
to the fact that during the past fiseal year there were 664 claims
made in the Post Office Department by 664 different postmasters,
aggregating $98,966.40, which were allowed by the Postmaster
General and paid, not claims made and disallowed but elanims
made and allowed by the Postmaster General.

Mr. STEENERSON. Because they were less than $10,000.

Mr. BLANTON. Because the Postmaster General eould not
say that they had not met the requirements of the law or had
been negligent. Now, if there were this number of einims al-
lowed by the Postmaster General, the commiitee ecan rendily
understand how many other claims were made and were turned
down. So you ean see it is a momentous question, after all,

' that is under consideration. And I want to see these claims

especially proven before the committee by competent evidence
of probative force, and not merely take it for granted that the
loss occurred and the postmasters suffered the various losses
claimed.

Mr. STEENERSON. There is no question in this claim.

Mr. BLANTON. No question as to the loss or want of negli-
gence on the part of the postmaster?

Mr. STEENERSON. The claim would have been pald by the
department if they had had jurisdiction, but unfortunately it
exceeded their jurisdiction by $88. It is recommended by the
department and urged by them.

Mr. TIMBERLAKE. Mr. Chairman, I move that the bill
H. R. 1607 be referred fo the House with a recommendation
that it pass.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman frem Colerado [Mr. Tix-
BERLAKE] moves that the bill be referred to the Howse with the
recommendation that it pass.
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Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Speaker, just one moment. I would
like to ask the gentleman why this particular claim was not
referred to the Committee on Claims for attention? It occurs
to e that it is a clnfin that should properly have gone to the
Committee on Claims,

Mr. TIMBERLAKE. In reply to the question of the gentle-
man from Texas, permit me to say that I was quite new in my
service here at the time I presented this bill, and I took advice
from older parties, and that was that, with the recommenda-
tion and reports that were made by the Post Office Department,
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads would be the
proper place to refer the bill.

Mr. BLANTON. May I ask whether the Commitiee on the
Post Office and Post Roads usually investigate claims of this
character? Are they in the habit of investigating claims of
this character?

Mr. STEENERSON. We have in some cases. In some cases,
if they are less than $10,000, we do net want anything to do
with them. That is a claim the department has contrel of. In
a elaim of this kind the statute itself requires it to be reported
to the Speaker of the House for adjustment.

Mr. BLANTON. I might add that the Committee on Claims
has lately investigated earefully a case involving over a million
dollars. So, I take it——

Mr. STEENERSON. I know that the committee did not ask
for any bill. I would like to get rid of it, but as long as it was
before us without objection we did our best to report it. The
ehairman of the committee is here,

Mr. MOON. Mr. Chairman, I want to say that it is very
clear under the rules that not only the Committee on the Post
Office and Post Roads but the Committee on Claims may take
jurisdietion of claims of fthis character. It has been the habit
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads frequently
to take eare of these cases, and where many of these claims have
come to us we have voluntarily relinguished our jurisdietion
and sent them to the Committee on Claims for adjudiecation.
There is no question of the right of the Post Office Committee to
determine these matters.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Colorado moves that
the bill H. . 1607 be reported back to the House with the
recommendation that it be passed.

The motion was agreed to.

TILLIAM M. WILSON.

The next business in order on the Private Calendar was the
bill (H. R. 2635) to authorize the issue of a patent to certain
land in Alabama to William M. Wilson.

The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enacted, cle., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby di-
rected to issue a patent to William M. Wilsen, of Chilton County, Ala.,
for the southeast quarter of the sontheast quarter of fractional sec-
tion 32, and the southwest quarter of the southwest quarter of frae-
tienal section 33, township 21 nerth, range 17 east, 8t. Stephens
meridian, in the State of bama, reserving to the United States the
right to overflow all or an{ part of said land in the construction and
maintenance of work for the improvement of navigation in the
River, without compensation to the said Wilson, his heirs or assigns,
for any damages they may sustain by reason of such overflow.

Mr. FOSTER. Alr. Chairman, this is a bill in reference to
land, as I understand, down in Alabama. I notice in the report

it says something about the use of this land for Government

work in that vieinity, as I have it marked here. I would like
to ask if this land is to be used in Government work down
there in the completing of a dam, or whatever it may be, for
the improvement of navigation.

Mr, WALTON. I am unable to personally answer that gues-
tion. This is a bill of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Brack-
amox], and I understand he is ill. I was directed by the Com-
mittee on Public Lands to make a favorable report. As I under-
stand, this land was withdrawn in 1908, on the Coosa River, it
being the intention to determine just what portion was neces-
sary for the river's improvement. In 1912 Mr. Wilson through
inadvertence was allowed to make a homestead entry, which
he perfected, but on acecount of a prior withdrawal patent eould
uot be granted. I do not know anything about the projeet.

Mr, FOSTER. The letter of a Secretary of the Interior says:

The tracts Invelved, with other unappropriated lands bordering on
the Coosa River and the islands therein, were in the year 1808 withdrawn
from all forms of disposal for use in connection with the improvement
of sald river until it should have been determined what portions were
actoally needed for the werk.

Now, this man went on there. I think he is entitled to some
relief, But we have in some of these cases allowed a money
consideration for damages in going on the land, and I wondered
if this land was really land that was to be used in Government
work down there. I notice it says that the Government shall

not be held responsible for any damage done to this Jand by

overflow, but the question is whether it was in proximity to this
work, where this land was necessary, and it probably ought to
be retained, and whether the man ought or ought not to be paid,
instead of given the land, for whatever damages have come to
him as the result of his being permiited to setile on the land.
That is the inquiry I wanted to make.

Mr. WALTON. I am not familiar with the facts in detail.
Perhaps the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Aryrex] knews some-
thing about them.

Mr., ALMON. I understand the only way the land will ever
possibly be needed by the Government will be by reason of over-
flow for building of dams, and the bill provides that Mr. Wilson
shall not have any claim against the Government for overflow,
and if that Is true I do not see that the Government would have
any further interest in it.

Mr. ROBBINS. Mr. Speaker, T notice in this report this
significant statement of the Secretary of the Interior, namely,
that there has been an appeal taken from a decision; that this
man appears to have inadvertently gone ento land which was
withheld from entry, and it simply says this, quoting from
the report:

From said decision an appeal was prosecuted to the department, and
the case is now pending here pursuant thereto.

It seems fo me there has been no decision on the appeal in the
Land Office. If that is true, I do not think we ought te legis-
late until that appeal is decided.

Mr. FOSTER. Here is some land that was afterwards with-
drawn from entry. There comes along a man whe is permitted
to enter on the land. Of course, the Government does not
guarantee a title when men enter upon land, and yet he was
permitited to enter on the land and it seems he made all proof
to secure this land.

I think when the Government does that it is at least morally
under obligation not to permit men to spend their money and
get nothing for it. We have passed bills similar to this, I will
say to the gentfeman from Pennsylvania, amnd bave paid men
for the land where it was not feasible ta give the land.

Now, the only question in my mind is whether this land is
of the kind to be used by the Government in ifts work down
there. I do not believe there is any question but that the man
hes a claim against the Government. We are assured by the
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Aryox] that that land is net
to be used by the Government. so that under the circumstances,
as I look at it, this man ought to have this land. He has com-
plied with the law as far as he could. The fact that the land
was withdrawn was not known to him.

Mr. ROBBINS. Does the gentfleman, who speaks with some
knowledge of this bill, know anything about the improvements
that have been made upon the land by Mr. Wilson, the alleged
settler?

Mr. RAKER. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman from Illinois
will permit, Mr. Brackymox appeared before the Commmittee on
Public Lands when this bill was under consideration, and my
recollection is that he stated there were some improvements on
the land such as a homesteader generally places on land, and
I recall the further faect that this man in good faith made his
filing, and the Land Office permitted him to make the filing, but
they denied him the final proof, which they had to do under the
law, because the land had been withdrawn. He took his appeal
in order to keep his homestead intact. The Secretary of the
Interior in the last Congress—the Sixty-fourth Congress—
recommended that this bill be passed, and the Secretary again
recommends here that the bill be passed. This man had to take
the appeal or he would have been down and out entirely. He
has taken the appeal solely to protect his rights. With the
appenl pending in the Land Office, the Secretary heartily recom-
mends that the bill be adopted, so that the applicant may get
title to the land.

T recollect the further fact, as presented by Mr. BrAacraox,
that it is n question, even if the Coosa Dam was built, whether
it would overflow it.

Mr. ROBBINS. I was going to ask how far is this Govern-
ment improvement on the Coosa River from this land? It is
evidently a backwater proposition that they are trying to pro-
tect here. What information has the gentleman on that?

Mr. RAKER. At this time I have no information as to the
distance of this land from the dam, but it is on the river where
it is expected there may be an overflow. But this protects the
Government, and this man would get no compensation for it.

Mr. ROBBINS. On that statement I have no objection.

Mr. WALTON. Mr. Chairman, T move that the bill be re-
ported back to the House with favorable recommendation.

The CHATRMAN. The gentleman from New Mexico moves
that the bill H. R. 2635 be reported back to the House with the
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recommendation that it do pass. The question is on agreeing
to that motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the next bill on the
Private Calendar. !

ALAA HARRIS.

The next husiness in order on the Private Calendar was the
hill (H. R. 4240) for the relief of Alma Harris.

The title of the bill was read.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the bill.

The Clerk read as follows:

Be it enacted, cie., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is
hereby, authorized and directed to issue patent to Alma Harris for the
southeast quarter section 12, township 20 south, range 7 west, New
Mexico principal meridian, in the Las Cruces land district, New Mexico,
upon payment of the lawful purchase price of said land, without further
proof of compliance with law.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr, Chairman, I understand the only reason
why the bill seeks to give this woman the title to the land with-
out further proof of compliance with the law is on account of
its being close to the Mexican border.

Mr. WALTON. Yes. This land is located close to the Mexi-
can border.

Mr. FOSTER. And it is unsafe for her to be there?

Mr. WALTON. Yes; and the War Department notified her
that it would be unsafe. I move the bill be reported to the
House, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New Mexico moves
that the bill H. R. 4240 be reported to the House with favorable
recommendation. The question is on agreeing to that motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the next bill.

THOMAS CAMPEELL.

The next business in order on the Private Calendar was the
bill (H. R. 1873) for the relief of Thomas Campbell.

The title of the bill was read.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the bill.

The Clerk read as follows:

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized
and directed to remove from the records of his department the charge
of desertion against Thomas Campbell, formerly of Company K, Ninth
BRegiment New York Volunteer Infantiry, and to issue to him an hon-
oruﬁ:le discharge as of the date of May 20, 1803, when said regiment was
mustered out of serviece.

With a committee amendment, as follows:

At the end of the bill insert the follow lnaf:

“Provided, That no pension, bounty, or allowances shall accrue prior
to the passage of this act.”

Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New York
[Mr. Riorpan] is absent from the House, as is Mr. CALDWELL,
who reported the bill. In their absence I ask that the bill be
favorably reported to the House.

Mp. FOSTER. Mr. Chairman, as I understand, this is to give
this man an henorable discharge.

Mr, CRAGO. Yes, sir.

Mr., FOSTER. That, to my understanding, has never been
done. I recall a few years ago getting a bill unanimously
through this House twice and through the Senate twice unani-
mously, and each time it was vetoed. Does the gentleman sup-
pose that if he gets this bill through for an honorable discharge
for this man he will get it signed?

Alr. HARRISON of Virginia. They have a prescribed form.

Mr, FOSTER. I understand so. This is designed, as I under-
standd, to give this man a pensionable status, and there is a
prescribed form by which that is done.

AMr. MANN. Not a prescribed form, but a customary form,

Mr. FOSTEIR. Yes; that is better.

Mr. CRAGO. This is out of the ordinary.

My, MANN. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania will yield,
T will say that when I came here first this form of a bill
was passed and a great many bills of this character became
laws., IPinally the War Department advised, I think, President
Roosevelt first that it was without the power of Congress to
change the facts, and President RRoosevelt vetoed all of the bills
of this character which were sent to him after a certain time.
There were not very many sent. When Mr, Taft came in as
President a bill of this kind slipped through the House and
the Senate, and was, I believe, vetoed by President Taft for the
sile reason. ®

The War Department has consistently maintained the position
that it would recomnmend that the President veto any bill which
provided that you grant an honorable discharge to a man who
had not received an honorable discharge, and that Congress by
legislating could not alter facts. The fact remains in the War
Department that a man had been dishonorably discharged.

We might say that we change the facts, but the facts would
still remain. We adopted then the policy of granting the right
of pension to soldiers on the theory that that would admit
them to the Grand Army of the Republic if they were granted a
pension, because ordinarily a man can not receive a pension
unless he has an honorable discharge, and the fact was they got
their pension and practically an honorable discharge.

Mr. CRAGO. I think the gentleman is entirely correct as to
the proposition, and we have endeavored in our committee to
put all the bills in that shape. I think the proper course hera
would be, since that has not been done with respect to this bill,
to change it in accordance with that form.

This man Campbell is a brother of the late Hon. Timothy .
Campbell, who served in the House from New York a number
of years ago.

I move, Mr. Chairman, that the bill be amended to read as
follows :

That in the administration of any laws conferring the rights, privl-
leges, or benefits upon honorably discharged soldlers, Thomas Campbell,
formerly of Company" K, Ninth Regiment, New York Volunteer Infantry,
shall hereafter be held and considered to have been honorably discharged
from the military service of the United States as a member of said
company and regiment on the 20th day of May, 18063, when said regi-
ment was mustered out: Provided, That no pension, bounty, or allow-
ances shall accrue prlor to the passage of this act.

Mr. STAFFORD. WIll the gentleman yield before the gentle-
man makes that motion? Will the gentleman advise the com-
mittee as to the policy of the Committee on Military Affairs in
favorably reporting bills of this character, where the soldier
was obligated to serve a term of three years and then deserts, and
his justification is that when he enlisted he enlisted with the
understanding that he was only to enlist until his regiment was
mustered out?

Mr. CRAGO. T will say that the poliey of the Military Com-
mittee on these bills has been this: They are all referred to a
subcommittee, the subcommittee looks over the records, con-
siders them carefully, and if they are unanimous in their con-
clusions they so report it to the full committee. The full com-
mittee authorizes some one of the subcommitiee to make the
report. With the thousands of cases before the committee, they
steer clear of giving any man a pensionable status who had not
served one year. This man was transferred to this battery
with the understanding that when the organization went home
to New York he would go home with them and be discharged.
He served more than a year, and went back to New York with
his battery, and he thought he was mustered out.

Mr. STAFFORD. But he enlisted for a term of three years.

Mr. CRAGO. The battery went home and was mustered out,
and he thought he was mustered out. .He stayed there in his
usual avocation, and it is easily understood that where a man's
organization was taken home to New York, and he was a metn-
ber of that organization, it was not a very great stretch of the
imagination for him to think that he was mustered out as well
as the rest. It was merely a matter of bookkeeping.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania moves
to strike out certain language and insert the Innguage that he
has stated.

Mr. CRAGO. I will furnish the Clerk with the amendment in
writing.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion of the gentle-

man from Penngylvania.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. CRAGO. I move that the bill as amended be reported to
the House with the recommendation that it be passed.

The motion was agreed to.

CHARLES LYNCH.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. It
1954) for the relief of Charles Lynch.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it cnacted, That In the administration of any laws conferring the
rights, privileges, or benefits upon honorably discharged soldiers, Charles
Lynch, who was a private in Company A, Ninth Connecticut Volunteer
Infantry, shall hereafter be held and considered to have been discharged
honorably from the military service of the United States ns a member
of sall company and regiment on the 16th day of July, 1864 : Prorided,
That no back pay or pension be allowed prior to the passage of this act.

Mr. FOSTER. »Mr. Chairman, I notice this proviso is in a
little different form than usual on these bills. This says that
““no back pay or pension shall be allowed prior to the passage
of this act.” Usually it says that “no back pay, bounty, or
allowances shall accrue,” and so forth.

Mr, TILSON. There was no intention not to have this in
the usual form. Mpr. Chairman, I move that the proviso be
amended so as to read that “ no pension, bounty, or allowances
shall acerue prior to the passage of the bill.”

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment.

T —————
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The Clerk read as follows:

Amend the proviso by making it read: “ Provided, That no pension,
bounty, or allowances sl accrue prior to the passage of this act.,”

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. TILSON, Mr. Chairman, this bill was passed unani-
mously by the Sixty-fourth Congress and failed to receive con-
sldemtion in the Senate. It is back here by unanimous report

of the Committee on Military Affairs.

The facts are set out quite fully in the report, and unless
there is some question, which I shall be very glad to answer,
I move that the bill be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.

Mr. STAFFORD.

Mr. TILSON. Yes.

Mr. STAFFORD. I would like to know the reason why he
was denied an honorable discharge.

Mr. TILSON. Because he was left by his organization. He
had been in the service nearly three years. His regiment started
to return by boat from New York, having been at home to fill
up its ranks by recruiting, and he was to sail with the rest of
the regiment, but they went away without him. He had been
allowed to go ashore by his lieutenant for the purpose of pur-
chasing some tobacco. When he returned to the dock the ship
with all his personal equipment and everything else was gone.
Instead of trying to follow up his command or reporting himself
to the Provost Marshal, as he should have done, he was im-
properly advised and enlisted in another regiment 12 days later.
In the new regiment he served until August, 1865. He has an
honorable discharge by law from the second enlistment, but he
has no honorable discharge from the first enlistment, and this
precludes him from receiving a pension. I move that ths bill
be laid aside with a favorable recommendation.

Alr, RAGSDALE. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr., TILSON. Yes.

Mr. RAGSDALE., I thought the House was committed to
the .policy that where people did not have an honorable dis-
charge in this war they should not be allowed a pension. Why
should they be allowed a pension in any other service if not in
this war? Isnot the service as great in this war as in any other

Will the gentlemnn yield?

war?

Mr, TILSON. Oh, yes; but this man has an honorable dis-
charge from one service, but has not from the other. He was
accidentally left by his organization, and while technically he
was a deserter, he was not really a deserter.

Mr. RAGSDALE. And yet by the rule which has been stated
on the floor of the House he would not be entitled to a pension.

Mr. TILSON. That is the rule as it has always existed, but
under the facts we think he ought to have a pension.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Then we are going to make exceptions
to the rule which we affirmed the other day relattug to those
who are serving in France to-day.

Mr. TILSON. Oh, I suppose we shall make execeptions under
all laws where proper cases arise.

Mr. FOSTER. There will probably be soldiers in this war
where they make a proper showing, where exceptions will have
to be made.

Mr. TILSON. Undoubtedly; it is human to err, and mistakes
have been made through all time. Where we find that a real
mistake has been made and because of it some soldier who has
rendered honorable service has been injured, that mistake ought
to be remedied just as far as possible.

Mr., RAGSDALE. The gentleman thinks this is purely a
ques.t?ion of mistake and of no intention upon the part of the
man

Mr, TILSON. The committee was entirely convinced that
there was no fault on the part of the soldier so far as his being
left was concerned, and it is shown that he was very much
disturbed on account of being left behind. The boat carried
away all of his clothing and equipment, and it appears that the
man was very much disconcerted on account of it.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion of the
gentleman that the bill H. R. 1954 be laid aside with a favor-
able recommendation to be reported to the House with the rec-
ommendation that the bill as amended do pass.

The motion was agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the next bill.

JEREMIAH STOVER.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R
667) for the relief of Jeremiah Stover.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, eto., That in the administration of any laws conferring
rights, privileges, and gm honoral?y disel

Jeremiah Stover, who was a ?rlm of Company B, One

eighty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry Volunteers, shall hereafter be held
and lconsrdte‘:'e(‘iu :;Jtea.tgga Peen dischar; l}ono;?bu from ﬂlae military
service o e es a8 a member of said company an ngim
on the 16th day of October, 1865,

Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, unless some explanation is asked
to this bill—

Mr. FOSTER. Oh, I think the gentleman should explain it.

Mr. CRAGOQ. The facts, in brief, are these: This bill went
through the same course as all the other bills in the subcommittee
and in the full committee. Jeremiah Stover is more than S0
years of age. He lives in Gettysburg. He has a son-in-law
there who is a prominent citizen and an official of one of the
railroads. Mr. Stover was a soldier who served more than
three years' honorable service. He was doing provost duty at
one time and was authorized by the officer having charge of
that duty to purchase his own horse. He purchased his own
horse, and later, with some of the natives in that loecality, he
made a trade, and I imagine, like some horse trades that we
have all heard of, it was not a satisfactory trade. In any event,
after the organlzntlon had left that immediate vicinity, this man,
who had traded the horse for Stover’s own horse, reported to
the military authorities that Stover had gone off with a Govern-
ment-owned animal. The iruth of the matter is that if it was
a Government-owned animal, it was an animal that was in this
other man's possession, and was traded to Stover for Stover's
own horse, Stover knew nothing of this for several months
after that, until just before they were mustered out. He was
then charged with it, and I believe was found guilty of having
in his possession an animal owned by the United States Gov-
ernment. He was sentenced to serve some time, but the sentence
was commuted, and he was released from arrest. He went home.
He is an honorable citizen and has been resting under this un-
just charge all of these years. He simply made a trade with
one of the natives with a horse that he owned himself or a horse
whiehh might have belonged to the United States Government,
and the committee thought in view of his more than three years
of honorable service for his country this old man at this time
ought to be put on the honor roll.

Mr. FOSTER. So the gentleman thinks in this case it was
just as in other cases where one man got the better of another
in a horse trade.

Mr, CRAGO. That is all there is to it

Mr. RAGSDALE. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. CRAGO. Yes.

Mr. RAGSDALE. In other words, this person to whom it is
proposed to give relief was guilty merely of receiving stolen

goods.

Mr. CRAGO. That is only according to the man wlo may
have got the worst of it in a horse trade.

Mr. RAGSDALE. That is the fact in the ease, is it not?

Mr. CRAGO. That is the allegation.
hMi'. RAGSDALE. The charge was that he had stolen a

orse.

Mr. CRAGO. Yes.

Mr. RAGSDALE. And the difference is that he merely re-
ceived stolen goods.

Mr. CRAGO. The difference is that he traded for this horse,
which may have belonged to the United States Government.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Is it not a fact that it did?

Mr. CRAGO. I .m not sure.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Is not that the record? In other words,
he could not have stolen the horse at all; but it did belong to
the Government.

Mr. CRAGO. He made a trade cZ his own animal for this
animal.

Mr. RAGSDALE. The relief that the gentleman is asking
is from the charge of having stolen a horse, when the fact is
that he was found in possession of property that did belong
to the Government. :

Mr. CRAGO. What appealed to the committee was this:
Here is an old man 80 years of age, who has given more than
three years cof service to his country, and all of these years he
has been denied any of the financial benefits——

Mr. RAGSDALE. I am not making any question about that.
What I am trying to do is to get at the facts. The facts are
that the property was the property of the United States Gov-
ernment.

Mr. CRAGO. That was the finding of the court-martial ; yes.

Mr. RAGSDALE. The finding was that he got the property
of the United States Government.

Mr. CRAGO. Probably that is true.

Mr. RAGSDALE. And the only thing the gentleman is plead-
ing here is that, instead of having gotten it directly from the
Government, he received stolen goods that were the property
of the Government, although he gave his horse in return for
them.

Mr. CRAGO. What Mr. Stover maintains with all the vigor
that any man can maintain is that he knew nothing about the
ownership of this animal, except that he thought the man
with whom he made the trade owned it.
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AMr, RAGSDALE. I am just trying to get the facts. He did
receive goods that was stolen from the United States Govern-
ment.

Mr. CRAGO. That was the finding, I suppose, of the court-
martial.
¢ Mr. RAGSDALE. And that you are trying to relieve him of.

Mr. CRAGO. Yes.

Mr. RAGSDALE. And the plea put up is that instead of steal-

ing it he received it.

Mr. CRAGO. Not knowing that it was stolen.

Mr. RAGSDALE. The plea the gentleman is making is that
instead of stealing it he simply received stolen goods.

Mr. CRAGO. No; there is nothing of that kind.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Why, the gentleman‘offers by way of justifi-
cation that he did not know that the horse was stolen.

Mr. CRAGO. That is exactly correct.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Therefore he was receiving stolen goods,
and the plea by way of justification is that he did not know it
was stolen.

Mr. CRAGO. The court-martial found that the property he
received was stolen.

Mr. RAGSDALE.
stolen goods.

Mr. CRAGO. He admits that he received this, but he does not
admit he knew it was the property of the Government.

Mr., ELSTON. Will the gentleman yleld?

Mr. CRAGO. I will.

Mr. ELSTON. We will presume the court-martial gave him a
trial, and there were witnesses examined and possibly a judg-
ment was had after a full explanation on his part, so far as
he could make it. How does he explain that the court-martial
made a wrong judgment in the case on the facts?

Mr. CRAGO. That is sometimes a violent assumption in time
of war. It is not always true, and a private soldier, even in
time of war, has very little chance of defending himself or pre-
senting his side of the case to the court-martial where they
consider him technically gulilty.

Mr. ELSTON. Did he give an explanation w lucll satisfied the
committee that was true? .

Mr. CRAGO. The explanation that he gave to me individually
was this: That he had this horse, that the organization was
preparing to move. and this man had this other horse in his
possession—he was a farmer in the locality—that he made this
trade in good faith, believing that this other horse belonged to
the man with whom he was trading. He was allowed to have
this horse by permission of the provost marshal.

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey., Will the genfleman yield for
a question?

Mr. CRAGO. Yes. 3

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. This was a court-martial dur-
ing time of war. Did the gentleman have any record of the
evidence taken by that eourt-martial?

Mr. CRAGO. We could not get the evidence.

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. Had the man ever made any
application for relief to Congress, or when did he first do it?

Mr. CRAGO. So far as I know—well, I can not give any an-
swer to that.

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. Did he make the application
bhefore the witnesses were dead who were called before the
court-martial, or after they had died?

Mr. CRAGO. We had the affidavit of his comrades as to his
service and as to the fact that when this was reported to his
company there was not a man who was in the company who
believed that this man would be guilty of anything of the kind.

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. That may be all true; but you
did not have any opportunity to go over the court-martial,
which always ought to stand unless there is some mistake,

Mr. CRAGO. After all these years it was hard to do that.

Ar, PARKER of New Jersey. Then, after all these years
we ought not to entertain a bill——

Mr. CRAGO. One of the things which appealed to the com-
mittee was that he had rendered three years of valuable serv-
fce—

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey.
valuable service.

Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the bill be laid aside
with a favorable recommendation.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Chairman, before that is done, let us
have the amendment put on.

Mr. STAFFORD. I would like to ask for recognition——

Mr. CRAGO. If the gentleman will notice, this is the exact
form prescribed by the department or suggested, and, if the gen-
tleman will notice, it says *“shall hereafter be held and con-
sidered to have been honorably discharged.” Now, the ruling

The court-martial found he was receiving

A great many people gave

under that is that prior to the passage of this act and its ap-

proval he is not entitled to any benefits of pension or anything
of that kind,

-. FOSTER. I do not know ; the Military Affairs Commit-
tee llas been bringing in all kinds of bills—some of them with
language in them and soimme without—antd we ought to have
some uniformity of bill. If we say that no back pay, hounty,
or allowance can be paid from the passage of the act
biﬁir. CRAGO. It can not be. That is in another form of a

Mr. HARRISON of Virginia. This last form iz what the
Secretary of War furnished as being the proper form.

Mr. RAGSDALE, Mr, Chairman, it seems to me, if the gentle-
man will permit the suggestion, this was a finding of a body of
fellow soldiers of Mr. Stover.

Mr. CRAGO. Of officers; yes.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Well, they were fellow soldiers. I believe
{3‘3 ;.,‘_:entleman himself was an officer of the Spanish-American

ar?

Mr. CRAGO. Yes.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Well, oflicers are soldiers.

Mr. CRAGO. I often went before court-martials and got fel-
lows free from charges wheun, I think, if I had not appeared they
would have been held under the charge of dishonorable conduct.

Mr. RAGSDALE. 1In other words, the gentleman thinks the
tendency of the officers appointed by our Government is to dis-
credit soldiers?

Mr. CRAGO. No; not in all cases; but in some cases very
little consideration is given the rights of the individual soldier.

Mr. RAGSDALE. The gentleman thinks men who fought 50
years ago had very little consideration given them by the officers
who commanded them?

Mr. CRAGO. That may have been true in certain cases but
not in all cases.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Now,
soldiers?

Mr. CRAGO. That is what the record shows.

Mr, RAGSDALE. And the record shows he was found gullty
of theft.

Mr. CRAGO. That is the record.

Mr. RAGSDALE. And he is here now after fifty-odd years
asking for relief.

Mr. CRAGO. That is a mere matter of argument.

Mr. RAGSDALE. No——

Mr. CRAGO. This is the situation this man finds him-
self in to-day, and he appeals to us as reasonable human beings
after 50 or more years have gone by. This man served for more
than three years in the defense of his country, rendered good
service—we have letters to the War Department from members
of the company who served with him, and not a man of that com-
pany believed that this man would be guilty of anything of the
kind of which lie was charged.

Now, admitting that he was found guilty of having received
a horse which his own investigation ought to have shown him
was Government property ; admitting that he did it, he used it
in the Government service. That is all that happened to the
animal. Now, technically he may have been guilty. Can not
we afford to overlook that matter and put this old man, 80
years of a

Mr., SLAYDEN. On the pension roll?

Mr. CRAGO. On the pension roll. That is exactly correct.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Will the gentleman pardon me?

Mr. CRAGO. Yes, sir.

Mr. RAGSDALE. The record is that he bought a horse and
took it for his own service.

Mr. CRAGO. He bought a horse originally by the permission
of the provost officer for his own use. He traded that horse
for this horse. This man afterwards alleged——

Mr. RAGSDALE. For his own use?

Mr. CRAGO. In the Government service. He was not a
cavalryman.

Mr. RAGSDALE.
time of his discharge.

Mr, CRAGO. Oh, no; it was while he was in the service.

Mr. RAGSDALE. The record does not show that. It
states——

Mr. CRAGO. The record shows that Stover obtained permis-
sion from the provost marshal to purchase a horse, which he did,
and that the man with whom Stover had traded reported he had
gone off with a Government horse. The facts of the case are
that he was doing duty which made it convenient for him to be
mounted, and he bought a horse at his own expense, and, in con-
tinuing this duty, he traded that first horse which he bought for
this horse which they afterwards alleged was Government
property.

Mr. RAGSDALE. That does not appear in here,

this man was tried by his fellow

Where does that appear? That was at the
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CRAGO. T am telling you the story that I got from his
comrades and himself,

Mr. RAGSDALE. According to the records here, he was per-
mitted to buy a horse; he traded it for another horse, and then
he took this horse, which belonged to the United States Govern-
ment, home with him. His comrades in arms, with whom he
served, tried him and convicted him of being a thief. He was
convicted, having two years' service,

Mr. SLAYDEN. Penal service?

Mr. RAGSDALE. It does not say. It was remitted, and he
served until 1865. This transpired fifty-odd years ago. Now,
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Craco], with that same
sort of fairness and desire to protect the common soldier that
he referred to this morning when he was a comrade in arms in
the last war, I am sure, is led to come forward and ask for consid-
eration for this man. But the question is, What is there to show
that this man at that time did not know that he was getting
United States property that could not have been shown at that
time? And if he could not show it to his comrades in arms at
that particular time, and as the country he was fighting for at
that particular time was being heavily taxed and he was breach-
ing their trust and carrying their property away, and he was
tried and convieted at that particular time, not only with being
disloyal to the flag but for a breach of trust, why after 50 years
should the man come in, a man of that type, and be put on an
honorable footing with the men who were loyal?

Mr. CRAGO. He has paid the penalty for 50 years. He has
been kept off the honor roll, and kept from being paid a pension,

and if that is not penalty for a man who has served {l:- - vears
for his country—and I ask the indulgence of this Ho: Iree-
ing to debate the question of whether or not he shou... e re-

lieved of the stigma that was passed upon him.

Mr. RAGSDALE, I am willing to debate the question of
whether a soldier, wearing the uniform of the United States, who
by his own associates in arms was convicted of being a thief, and
who stole Government property, should ever enjoy the honorable
place that a soldier does who served in the same war and who
was never guilty of anything dishonorable.

Mr. CRAGO. A soldier may step aside, as a civilian, and do
something that may rain his record for years and years. I say
this, that where these years have passed, and he has borne the
stigma all that time, it is not very much of a recompense for the
service that man gave to the country at this time for us to come
here in his old age and restore him: to the honor roll.

Mr. RAGSDALE. I would much prefer to give him money
compensation than put him in the same position of the men who
deserved the confidence that the Union placed in them and who
never betrayed it.

Mr. SLAYDEN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania
really believe that the records of the War Department—and
this does not apply to this particular case, I will say to the
gentleman—does the gentleman believe that the records of the
War Department should be falsified in the interest of men who
deserted?

Mr. CRAGO. We are not changing that feature.

Mr. SLAYDEN. I know you are not, in this particular case.
But the gentleman and I have sometimes discussed these so-
called charges of desertion, where the records have been made
to tell a falsehood and to say that a man was honorably dis-
charged when in point of fact he was dismissed because of the
most serious of all military crimes, namely, desertion, and men
have been restored purely because they wanted to get a pension
and live upon the taxpayers. Here is the case of a man about
which I know nothing except that I have heard the facts stated
in the discussion by gentlemen here—the case of a soldier who
served——

Mr, CRAGO. Yes; he served after the alleged act for which
he was tried was committed.

Mr. SLAYDEN. How long did he serve before that?

Mr. CRAGO. About two years.

Mr. SLAYDEN. And then he committed an offense whlch—

Mr. CRAGO. He denies that he committed an offense. The
court found him technically guilty.

Mr. SLAYDEN. Well, they dismissed him for dishonesty, and
perhaps because they needed his services they put him back
again. Does the gentleman believe that the pension rolls ought
to be further padded at the expense of the people by adding the
names of men who have been proved guilty, at least, of serious
military offenses and personal dishonesty?

Afr. CRAGO. I will say to the gentleman from Texas that of
the thousands of eases that have come before our committee we
do not favor many of them, but where a case goes to a subcom-
mittee and that subcommittee finds that a man has given one or
two or three years' faithful service to the Government, even
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admitting that the man did what he is charged with doing, we
have taken the position in such cases that such a man ought
really to be restored to his rights.

Mr. SLAYDEN. *“His rights™?
posing it a little while ago on the basis of charity.
think he has any “ rights.”

Mr. CRAGO. I think it is a right. In many cases where
courts-martial were justified in acting as they did, in 10 or 15
or 25 years afterwards it is not a very great act of graciousness
on the part of the Government in restoring them.

Mr. SLAYDEN. When a man deserts, he forfeits his rights.

Mr. CRAGO. There is no charge of desertion here.

Mr. SLAYDEN. And when a man steals a horse, that is an
act of dishonesty.

Mr. CRAGO. With all our facilities for keeping our records,
and all our bookkeeping, and the millions of money that we
have spent in trying to keep track of affairs in the past year or
two, thousands of errors, glaring errors, have been made, not
only in the records of the War Department but in orders. I
have on my desk a death certificate sent to the parents of a boy
who was said to have been killed in France, whereas the boy is
in Walter Reed Hospital to-day. I told him he should keep that
death certificate as a souvenir. Men are certified by the depart-
ment as having been killed in action when they are alive and
well, and others will be reported as absolutely safe, when they
have been killed perhaps 60 or 90 days before; so that these rec-
ords of the Civil War, like those of the present war, are not per-
fect records, and every now and then a case occurs where, if the
facts were presented to a court-martial, the man concerned
would not be declared guilty. I have been out with men who
have been away from home for two or three years fighting for
their country, and who happened in a moment of forgetfulness
to do something that we would not want to see them do, and
yet in the main they were good men.

Mr. ELSTON. May I inquire of the gentleman if this man
is up in years?

Mr. CRAGO. Yes. He is advanced in years.

Mr. RAGSDALE, Simon F. Smith, who signed the affidavit
which is filed by the committee in this case of Jeremiah Stover,
was the man himself from whom Jeremiah Stover claimed to
get the horse?

Mr. CRAGO. He was the man who received the horse on the
Jeremiah Stover trade, but I imagine that he did not receive
as good a horse as he thought he was getting, and that is the
reason why he reported the case.

Mr. RAGSDALE. But if it was not a fact would he have di-
rected the attention of the Government to the faet that this
stolen horse was carried away?

Mr. CRAGO. I am in favor of reporting the bill with the
recommendation that it pass.

Mr. RAGSDALE. So that the gentleman’s position is that
although the court-martial's decision was just, and Jeremiah
Stover was a thlef and stole this property from the Government,
he favors action which would put Jeremiah Stover on the level
with those who served under the flag of the Union faithfully,
and would put that man on the honor roll at this time along with
men who served the flag gallantly and honorably until the Nation
had been made one again?

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey.
man yield?

Mr. CRAGO. Yes.

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. Does the gentleman know
whether or not at that time all Government horses were branded
with the letters “ U, 8.7

Mr. CRAGO. I asked that question of the gentleman, and he
gaid he did not know. I do not know.

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. I understood they always had
the letters “ U. 8.” branded on the Government horses.

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield
for a question?

Mr. CRAGO. Yes.

Mr. BLANTON. The gentleman speaks of incorrect reports
being made by the War Department. There is no such thing
usually as an incorrect report made in the finding of a court-
martial unless it is set aside, is there? The finding of a court-
martial is based upon evidence and not merely on such reports
as are made ordinarily?

Mr. CRAGO. The court-martial,
agency for administering justice.

Mr. BLANTON. Like a court,
the law.

Mr. CRAGO. Many ﬂmllugw of courts-martial are such that
ave would not make them if you and I were on those courts.

I understood you were pro-
I do not

Mpr, Chairman, will the gentle-

of course, is a human

it is presumed to carry out
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Mr. BLANTON. The Congress does not go behind the find-
ings of courts-martial,

Mr. CRAGO. That is the only rellef they have—at the hands
of €ongress.

Mr. BLANTON. But very rarely does Congress go behind
the findings of a court-martial.

Mr. CRAGO. I want to give an illustration of how courts-
martial are conducted sometimes. I remember the egse of a
court-martial trying an officer in the Philippines. There were
five Regular Army oflicers on that court and six men who never
served in the Regular Army. ‘Those five Regular Army officers
were serving with the volunteer forees. When it came to a
question of guilt of the captain who was tried—a volunteer offi-
cer—every man on the court-martial who had seen serviee in
the Regular Army voted “ guilty” and every man who eame
from the volunteer service voted “net guilty.” They stuck to
that notwithstanding the court-martial proceedings were sent
back three times for revision, by direction of the commanding
general, to change the findings.

Mr. BLANTON, The question I am trying to get the gentle:
man to answer is, Is it not a dangerous precedent for Congress
to go behind the court-martial?

Mr. CRAGO. Not 50/or G0 years after it happened.

Mr. BLANTON. The further removed, the more danger
there is.

Mr. CRAGO. T hardly think so.

Mr, FIELDS, Will the gentfleman yield?

Mr. CRAGO. Yes. |

Myr. FIELDS. It is guaranteed to the aceused that he will
have a fair trial; and if the court-martial knows that there is
another tribunal that will review it, it makes a difference.

Mr. BLANTON. Fifty years after?

Mr. CRAGO. My attention has Deeu called to the fact that
they went behind the record of the eourt-martial in the case of
Fitz John Porter, and President Garficld was a member of the
court-martial and also a Member of the House later,

Mr. SLAYDEN. But the gentleman remembers what Con-
gress did in the ease of Fitz John Porter. It was to have the
accused retried, and at West Point on the court-martial were
three major generals of the Army.

! Mr. EMERSON. Will the gentleman yield?
! Mr. CRAGO Yes.

Mr. EMERSON. Is this a case where two soldiers traded
horses?

Mr. CRAGO. No; a soldier and a civilian. He found a
horse in the hands of a civilian that he liked better, and he
traded. After they went away the man charged him with hav-
ing sold a horse that belonged to the Government.

Mr. EMERSON. Was that in the South or in the North?

. Mr. CRAGO. I can not answer the gquestion, but my impres-
sion is that it was in the North.

Mr. EMERSON. I did not know that they found them guilty
in the South.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman, there were a good many errors
in findings by courts-martial during the Civil War; probably
there are a good many errors in the findings of courts-martial
in the present war. That is not sirange when you consider
that the War Department itself officially is constantly making
errors. 1 would like to give one illustration of the fallibility
of human endeavor as exemplified by the business methods in
‘the War Department. I received a letter the other day from a
lady residing in Texas stating that her.son was in the Army
in France; that before he went he made an allotment of a part
of his compensation to her. The War Department, which has
charge of it, informs her that they have no record of the allot-
ment. So she has not received any meney, but they have de-
ducted the entire amount of the allotment when they went to
pay the son. So he has not received the meoney. The War
Department has received no such notice of the allotment when
it comes to paying money to the one, but has full notice when
it comes to pay money to the other,

Mr. BLANTON. That is an error of some $100 a month elerk
down here in the War-Risk Insurance Burean who has passed
upon the matter without giving it careful investigation.

Mr. MANN. I think the War-Risk Insurance Bureau has
nothing to do with it.

Mr. BLANTON. Well, some clerk in the War ent.
The error before the House, the error that is claimed, is against
the court-martial, which is in effect the judgment of a court.
That finding of the court-martial is to be passed on by Members
of Congress, who know nothing in the world about the facts,
nothing at all about the rules and regulations of the War De-
partment, and it was made J0 years ago in the performance
of its duties. .

Mr. MANN. I fully appreciate the position of the gentleman
from Texas, and yet courts-martial and courts frequently regis-
ter the opinion of the clerk, who may or may not receive as
much as $100 a menth. I do net know whether this was a $100
clerkk in the War Department or not, but I do know that the
records, exeept for the fallibility of human nature, ought not
to show, in the War Department or elsewhere. that a certain
fact exists for one purpose and does not exist for another
purpose.

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman
will yleld, I call the attention of the gentleman from Texas
and the gentleman from Illinois to the fact that during this
war there has been a large number of men sentenced to he shot
to death by musketry for desertion and the President of the
United States has set aside the findings of every one of these
courts-martial and the penalty has not been inflicted. So the
President has set aside these findings.

Alr. RAGSDALE. Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that the
distingnished gentleman from Illinois, the minority leader. for
whom I have profound respect, ealls attention to the errors being
committed to-day, I suggest that there never was a time when the
House ought to be mere particular in the findings that cendone
or encourage those who have been dealing unfairly with the
Government. Whatever mistakes have been made by the War
Department or in the Army, whatever has been done by any
man in this war, certainly this is the time for the American
Congress to go on record that where a man in uniform, no
matter what his position, has been found guilty of thieving
and has been convicted by his assoeiates, his name should net
be placed on the roll of honor. :

Mr., CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, I meve that the bill be Iaid
aside with a favorable recommendation.

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. CRAGO. Yes.

Mr. STAFFORD: Does not the gentleman intend to incor-
porate in this billl the customary provise about pension and
bounty ?

Mr. CRAGO. No; that is not neeessary. This is the form
that is recommended by the Seeretary of War to the committee
and it does not require that proviso. Where we use the other
form that viso is necessary.

Mr. 8 RD. Then:I desire recognition,

The CHATRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman
from Wisconsin. i

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Chairman, a distingunished member of
the Committee on Military Affairs states that it is not cus-
tomary to add the proviso that no pension, bounty, or allowance
shall accrue prior to the passage of this act. The bill con-
sidered just previous te this was a bill in identie phraseology
to the bill now before the committee, and that bill contained
that proviso.

Mr. CRAGO. It was in the old form, and we changed it to
this form. I do not believe the gentleman has the faets clearly
before him.

Mr. STAFFORD. Oh, yes; I have. I direect the gentleman's
attention to the bill introdueced by the gentleman from Con-
nectieut [Mr. Tizson], which has just been considered.

Mr, CRAGO. WIll it be satisfactory to the gentleman if we
put that amendment on?

Mr. STAFFORD. Wae ought to take that precauntion, at least,

Mr. CRAGO. Very well. Mr. Chairman, I move that the
langnage “provided that no pension, bounty, or allowances
shall accrue prior to the passage of this act" be added to the
end on this bill.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania offers
an amendment, which the Clerk will report. \

The Clerk read as follows: ¢

Amendment offered by Mr. CrAco: After line 11, after the word
“ glxty-five,” add the words:

“ Provided, That no pension, bounty, or allowances shall accrue prior
to the passage of this act.”

The CHAIRMAN, The question is on agreeing to this amend-
ment.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, I move that the bill as amended
be laid aside with a favorable recommendation.

The question was taken.

Mr., RAGSDALE. Mr. Chairman, I make the point of order
that there is no quorum present.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina makes
the point of erder that there is no quorum present. The Chair
will connt.

Mr. RAGSDALE (interrupting the count).
withdraw the point of order.

Mr. Chairman, I
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina with-
draws the point of order. The question is on the motion of the
gentleman from Pennsylvania that the bill as amended be laid
aside with a favorable recommendation.

The motion was agreed to.

CLEMENT H. COLE.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R.
3090) for the relief of Clement H. Cole.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, cte., That in the administration of any laws conferring
rIths, privileges, and benefits upon honorably discharged soldiers
Clement H. Cole, who was a private in Company H, Fifty-elghth Regi-
ment Pennsylvania  Volunteer Infantry, shall hereafter be held and
considered to have been discharged honorably from the milltary service
of the United States as a private of said company and regiment on the
Gth day of November, 1864.

Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, in order to comply with the
request of the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. STAFFORD],
I move that the amendment be inserted at the end of the bill,
as in the previous bill.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk has the language at the desk
and will report the amendment offered by the gentleman from
Pennsylvania.

The Clerk read as follows:,

Mr. Craco moves to amend, on page 1, line 10, after the word “ sixty-

four,” by Inserting the tol.lowlng:
“ Provided, That no pem}ion, ounty, or allowances shall acerue prior

to the passage of this act.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. CRAGO. Mr, Chairman, if there is no explanation de-
sived of this bill, I shall move that it be laid aside with a favor-
able recommendation.

AMr, STAFFORD. Mr. Chairman, I think we ought to have
some statements of the bill. ;

AMr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, the facts in the case are these:
This old gentleman, 80 years old, lives up in the northern part
of Pennsylvania. He served for two years and nine months and
four days in the Army. He became ill. He was in a hospital for
a time, and was then given a furlough of 35 days. He was suf-
fering at that time from chronic diarrhea, which, of course, was
the curse of the Army. He returned to the home of Mrs, Ada-
line Metealf, at Port Allegany, Pa., which is at the headwaters
of the Allegheny River of Pennsylvania, practically on the New
York State line. He made his home there, having none of his
own. He was unable to leave his bed for many months. There
does not appear to be any deubt of the facts. The soldier suf-
fered from chronic diarrhea for from 18 months to two years
after reaching home. We have the affidavits of the aftending
physicians, He was wholly disabled for military duty. There
is evidence that the soldier stands well in his community, and
that he has served five terms as a justice of the peace. The com-
mittee thought it to be one of the cases that was deserving of
consideration. I therefore move that the bill be laid aside with a
favorable recommendation. r

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey., Mr. Chairman, will the gentle-
man yield?

Mr. CRAGO. Yes.

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. Mr. Chairman, this is one of
the cases where a man states that he was sick and went home
on a furlough and then overstayed his furlough. When I was a
member of the Committee on Military Affairs my friend, Mr.
Bishop, who served in the Civil War and who lost his arm there,
would have nothing to do with such a case. He said: Did the
soldier ask for his pay ; did he report where he was; did he send
a letter saying where he was? If he did and if he were well, he
would have been taken to eamp. If he were sick, he would have
been given a discharge because of illness, if his illness was in-
curable. He would have been given his pay if he was not shirk-
ing, Mr, Bishop used to say, for he would have written for his
pay and reported where he was, and the thing would have been
settled at that time. I learned from Mr. Bishop, with whom I
served on the subcommittee, never to vote for a case where a
man said he went home sick and stayed home sick and was not
able to get back unless the man had reported where he was.

Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, I will just say to the gentle-
man that this case comes within the cases where it was de-
cided where a man had had honorable service for two years
or more he should receive consideration, even though he did
not do what a reasonable man should have done in making his
whereabouts known.

(Uagnmunication was not easy 50 years ago, and these men
did not knew often where to repert their wherenbouts. This
mai ba:l gene home sick. The evidence is undisputed by those
who attented him. These aflidavits, I would say, were made

quite & number of years ago, but they are on record in the War
Department, and they show that from 18 months to 2 years
after he went home, long after the close of the war, that he was
not fit for military duty. -

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. Will the gentleman permit a
question?

Mr. CRAGO. I will.

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. The gentleman says he did
not know to whom to report?

Mr. CRAGO. Many of these men did not.

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. Does not the gentleman know
there were provost marshals in every district of the whole
United States looking after fellows who were out of the ranks,
and all he had to do was to report, and he woula either have
been returned to the ranks or else he would have been sent to
the hospital or else discharged? It is not a man's business
to come to Congress 50 years afterwards—— '

Mr. CRAGO. We are not passing a striet judgment in this
matter. We are simply trying to do what we think is an act
of justice on the part of the Government after all these years
in view of the man’s honorable service in the Army.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Will the gentleman yield for a question?

Mr. CRAGO. I will .

Mr. RAGSDALE. If one of the young men who enlisted
from the gentleman's own district, who had been conscripted
and had gone into the service under the flag in the great war
we have just won, had deserted under a condition like this,
would the gentleman at this time want him reinstated on the
roll of honor?

Mr. CRAGO. I will say to the gentleman if I am spared to
bf clilierc to plead for him 50 years from now I will do so very
gladly.

Mr. RAGSDALE. I am not talking about the future, I am
asking the gentleman, when the boys come back who have done
s0 nobly over across the seas, where they have undergone every-
thing that they have been called upon to bear, where they have
won battles the like of which were never seen before, if a man
had deserted and left them there to die and suffer as they
have, the men who have been left in the ranks to undergo all
they have, does the gentleman think a deserter who left them
there ought to have the same place in the affections of the
people of this country and on the rolls of honor of this country
as the men who stayed?

Mr, CRAGO. No; but I do say if some innocent country boy
got away from his command and was sick and in the hospital,
and did not preperly report where he was and his whereabouts
to the War Department, and the War Department on the rec-
ords recommend the giving of a dishonorable discharge, I am
contending he ought to have an honorable discharge when his
comrades know he is no deserter. -

Mr. RAGSDALE., Does not the gentleman know at this par-
ticular time they are not asking the consideration of any boys,
nor will they do it in this Congress, because the Secretary of
War has asked that no bill of any kind relieving desertion
should be reported since October 15, because of the effect on the
boys who are now in the service?

Mr. CRAGO. I do not know anything of that kind.

Mr. RAGSDALE. The Secretary of War has not addressed a
communieation to your committee asking you not to bring in
bills for the relief of desertion since October 157

Mr. HARRISON of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I would like to
make a statement to this effect, that several of these desertion
bills were submitted to the War Depuartment for report thereon
in accordance with the custem of the committee; that the Secre-
tary of War or the Assistant Secretary of War—well, both the
Secretary of War and the Assistant Secretary of War—recom-
mended that the committee should not favorably report that
particular bill, because at this present time—at the time he
wrote—he did not think there ought to be any condonation of
desertion cases.

Mr. McKENZIE. I would like to ask my colleague if it is not
true the Committee on Military Affairs of this Congress, and
especially this session or the last session, has deeclined to report
any desertion bill or take up any new cases, and that all of
these cases on the calendar are simply bills that have been
reported and most of them passed in the last Congress?

Mr. CRAGO. That is true.

Mr., HARRISON of Virginia. I would like to add I happen
to be chairman of this subcommittee before which these de-
sertion cases come, and the cases that are now on this calendar
are caves that have been previously reported in former Con-
gresses and in many eases they passed the House, vere favor-
ably reperted by the Senate, but died in the Sepate hewuse they
could not be reached cn the calendar,
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AMr, McKENZIE. If the gentleman will allow ane one gues-
tion for the benefit -of my friend from South Caroling, is it not

a Tact that the Committee on Military Affairs have consistently |

refused to report any bill where the evidence indicated thnt fhe

soldier deserted from .the Army under fire or when a battle was
imminent?

Mr, CRAGO. Yes; or if it was willful desertion. i

Mr. RAGSDALE. I am going on the record, and the record
states that the Government was sufliciently considerate of this
man to give him 35 days' furlongh, that he left there and mever
came back; the showing is that he never returned, mor is there
any showing that he made any -effort to return, nor was there
any effort made by him to advise anybody of his ‘whereabouts ;
and the question now before this body is, Was desertion fifty-odd
years ago a penal offense? “Was it .a threat against the flag?
Was it a danger to the United States? If it was then, is it not
now? He deserted fifty-odd years ago at a period of time when
the very preservation of the Union was threatened to be set
aside, and 1 wonder, if Benedict Arnold .could come on the floor
of this Honse and have our illustrious friend from Pennsylvania
to help him, would we receive and reinstate him in the affections
of the American people and put him upon our roll of honor?

My, Chairman, if the gentleman will permit me——

Mr. CRAGO. The gentleman is making quite.a speech.

Mr. RAGSDALE. 1t seems to me there ought never to have
been a time nor should there ever ‘be a time when the men who
fought for the flag should ever cease to be properly venerated.
There ought never to be o time when those who deserted, those
who left their comrades in arms in places of danger and ex-
posed them to death ought to receive the same commendation at
the hands of this Congress or of the American people as those
who stuck by their gunsuntil the end was in sight,

Mr. CRAGO. Mr, Speaker, in answer to the eloguent argu-
ment of the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Racspare] I
simply want to =ay this, that if one of these boys over in France,
even though he may never have seen more than three months, or
gix months, or one year of service, should be sent home sick and
should fail to report to his commanding officer and in innocence
of what was required of him as a soldier should remain at home
ill, T know there is no question of what the Congress would do
in righfing that man’s record. And I'.am proud to say, after we
have made an investigation of these cases, that I -am doing what
I ean ‘to help personally all these old men, who for one year, two
years, or three years fought for this Union, and technically com-
mitted some error. I am willing te help them in the last years
of ‘their lives to join their comrades in ‘the Grand Army of the
Republie, and to acknowledge that they paid a bigger priee than
many men pay who fight their cause here in Congress.

Mr. FIELDS. Mr. Chairman, I have given a good deal of'
thought to cases of this character, having been on the Military
Affairs Committee for some time and for a while ehairman of
the eommittee on desertions. There are a number of cases
where men are charged with desertion where the evidence and
‘the records of the ease fail to show that there was ever any '
intent on the part of the man to desert. Now, we all realize,
as the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Craco] said a moment
ago, that means of communication 'were not good ‘during the
days of the Civil War. The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr.
Parker] asked why the man did not report to the provost
marshal. Why, probably he was 50, possibly 100. miles away
from the provost marshal at that time. Men in many instances
were captured or were confined to hospitals or were left sick
by the roadside.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Will the gentleman permit an interrup-
tion?

Mr. FIELDS. Not just mow. Men who lived in that day
know how difficult, and not only difficult but impossible, it was
for men to go single handed and alone and reach their com-
mands after their recovery or after their release or escape
from prison.

Mr. NORTON. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. FIELDS. Not just now, with all courtesy.

I have in mind a case where a man enlisted and served for
two years. He was captured in the Battle of Richmond. He
‘was kept in prison for seven months. He escaped from prison
by some means that I do not now recall. The day following his
escape from prison he enlisted in another organization, being
informed that his own organization was at that time in Texas.
He had been detained somewhere in Kentucky. Deoes it stand
to reason that that man could reach his organization in Texas?
Would any reasonable man on the floor of this House or any-
where else charge him with desertion because of his failure to
reach his organization, which was then reported in Texas? He
probably should have reported to the proper military authori-
ties and gotten a new assignment. But we can understand how

easy .it is for men who are gathered up here and there, who
-mever ‘had any military service or ailitary ‘training, and prob-
ably .are dlliterate, to fail to understand their duties. But the
man did the best thing he knew to do. He enlisted in another
organization and served until the end of the war, engaged in
four or five battles, and was given an honorable discharge.
Yet years afterwards when he applied for a pension he was
mnotified by the War Department .or by the Pension Bureau that
he was a deserter, and the charge of desertion stands agninst
him to-day.

There are. many cases along that line, and T Teel that the most
«cruel thing that the Government can .do is to eall to its service

‘a ‘patriotic man and after months -or probably years of service,

‘because of some circumstances for which he is not responsible, he
is separated from the service to then charge him with desertion.
I have no patience with a willful deserter. .I have no sympathy,
for him. But I say to you that the Government had better pen-
sion 99 deserters than to charge 1 innocent man who served his
country faithfully with desertion when he did not desert. It is,
as I have said, the most cruel thing, to my mind, that the Govern-
ment 0f the United States eould do. And the officials -of the
War Department should be eareful, andl Congress should not con-
sider its functions of too great importance to review these cases,
Because it is upon that spirit, the gpirit of patriotism, that these
men show when they go to war, that the safety and perpetuity of
the Republic depends, and it should ‘be protected in the indi-
vidual the same as in the public at large.

Mr, RAGSDALE. Will the gentleman permit an interruption?

Mr. FIELDS. 7Yes,

Mr. RAGSDALE. Was not the gentleman very eloguent om .
the floor and very active the other day in an endeavor to get
through a bill here which denied any consideration to deserters?
Why, did not the gentleman try to vacate a vote here on the floor
this very week because of the fact that some benefits might acerue
to somebody that might be charged with desertion?

Mr. FIELDS. Not at all.

Mr. RAGSDALE. What is the reason the gentleman asked
for the vacating of that vote?

Mr. FIELDS. I am glad the genfleman asked that question.
A vote was had here the other day on a bill, which a good many
gentlemen voted against because the words * honorably dis-
charged ” had 'been stricken out of it through mistake, between
the gentleman who offered the amendment and the Clerk at the
desk., That did not worry me. The bill had to go to the Senate
and to conference. I will gay to the gentleman that had the
words not been restored I, as one of the conferees, should I be
one of them, would see to’it that the words were restored in con-
ference. And I think T would have no trouble in doing that, be-
cause I think every conferee would have been willing for the
restoration of the svords. So that was no reason in my mind for
voting -against the bill, though many men voted against it who
had probably not thought of that phase of it after the record
vote was had on the bill. T asked unanimous consent to restore
the language to the bill and then vacate the roll call to prevent
putting men on this floor in a false position.

I think that the gentleman from South Carolina should have
been fair enough to have agreed for the roll call to be vacated.
I want to say to the gentleman from South Carolina that I never
found pleasure—and I hope I may never find pleasure—in tak-
ing advantage of men on the floor of this House and attempting
to put them in false positions before the country because of some
unfortunate position that has arisen here. I was not in that
position, I wvoted for the bill, but men who had voted against
it because those words were left out of the bill were not given a
fair deal, and the gentleman from South Carolina was not tair
in his objection to the vacation of the roll call. Tt did not mean
anything to me. It was not worth anything to me to vacate the
roll call, but in a spirit of fairness to the men who had voted
against the bill because those words had been omitted.

Mr. RAGSDALE., Mr. Chairman——

Mr. CRAGO. I yield to the gentleman from South Carolina.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Mr., Chairman, I may be unfair, but if T
am unfair to men it will be while they are on the floor of the
House, and it will not be afterwards. I understood from the
gentleman from Kentucky fhat the matter would not be taken
again on the floor that day.

Mr. FIELDS. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. RAGSDALE, Yes; I will deal a little more fairly with
the gentleman than he did with me. He declined to yield to me.

Alr. FIELDS. I will say to the gentleman that I had no such
agreement as that with the gentleman from South Carolina.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New
York [Mr. DonovaN] was sitting right by me, and he heard
what transpired, and at no request of mine, but because he
understood from the conversation between the gentleman from
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Kentucky and myself that I was under the impression that the
motion weuld not be made to vacate in my absence from the
Chamber, he objected and prevented the gentleman from Ken-
tueky from succeeding in vaeating the motion. 3

Now, Mr. Chairman, I think those who have served with me
liere during the period of time that I have been here know
whether or not I have Deen fair. They know whether or not I
have brought sectionalism into the discussions or attempted to
arouse any party strife here, or to do those things on the floor
of this House that ill become a Member of this House. I have
stood here trying not to injure the good name of any Member of
this House, nor have I tried to do those things that would create
animosity or unkindly feeling between Members. I am sorry
that the gentleman from Kentucky should eome on the floor of
the House and charge me with being unfair merely because I,
as a representative of the people who have sent me here, ob-
jected to the use by him of a motion to vacate a roll in the
House. If I have to defer to him, if I must give up my right to
object to the undoing of things that have been done in the
Recorp in order to maintain his good will, Mr. Chairman, then,
great as the loss must be to me, irreparable as the injury is
that I must suffer, I am sorry that I shall have to go from this
body with that great loss, for which nothing else can recom-
pense me,

Mr, CRAGO. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from
Kentucky [Mr. FieLps].

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky is recog-
nized for five minutes.

Mr. FIELDS. Mr, Chairman and gentlemen of the House, T
ghould not reply to the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr,
Racspare] had he not charged or intimated that I had an
agreement with him that I would submit a request for unani-
mous consent in his absence.

Mr. RAGSDALE. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman permit
an interruption?

Mr. FIELDS. Yes.

Mr. RAGSDALE. I did not make any such statement, Mr.
Chairman. What I stated was that T had a conversation, and
that a listener thought from the conversation that took place
that I was under the hmmpression that the motion would not be
renewed. Mr. Dowovax, of New York, made that statement
to me.

Mr. FIELDS. I asked unanimous consent to vacate the roll
call, and the gentleman objected. I spoke to him over there,
or over here, and asked him not to object. I told him that it was
only fair to the membership that the roll call be vacated, and
he said that he was unwilling that it should be vacated, and
later in the day I asked unanimous consent again. I did not
say to the gentleman nor did I intimate to him that T would
not renew my request that the roll call be vacated. If I had
gaid to the gentleman that it was over for the day, I will say
t~ him now that I would not have asked it at a later time.
But I made no such statement to the gentleman, nor did I say
anything to him in the conversation from which any man could
draw the inference that I intended not to call up or ask for
the unanimous consent during his absence, It is true that the
gentleman was not on the floor when I made the request the
last time, and I will say, Mr. Chairman, that it is so much
easier to transact and expedite business in the absence of the
gentleman from South Carolina than it is in his presence that
ro man could be blamed for submitting his request during the
abicence of the gentleman. If he wanted to object to it, he
should have stayed here.

Mr. BURNETT. Mr. Chairman, T just rose for the purpose
of expressing the hope that the gentlemen will not delay legis-
Jation by settling their grievances here when the Private
Calendar, that we so seldom get an opportunity to take up, is
under consideration. For the Lord’s sake, let us get along with
this important business,

Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman from
Ohio [Mr. LoxawoRTH].

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Ohio is recognized.

AMr. LONGWORTH. Mr. Chairman, I merely desire to ask
the gentleman @ question relating to the policy of the eommittee
on this class of cases, in order that I may intelligently answer
men who oeceasionally ask me to introduce such bills as these.
My recollection is that in the first 10 years of my service in
tais House it was the invariable rule of the Committee on
Military Affairs to report none of these bills under any circum-
stances. I am not quite clear what the policy after 1914, when
I eame back to this House, has been. I would like to ask the
gentleman what the policy of the committee has been and what
it will be in the future in regard to desertion cases.

Mr, CRAGO. I expiained to the House the procedure of the
committee. All bills are referred to a subcommittee. If the

bill meets with the unanimous approval of the subcommittee it
is reported back to the full committee, and if the full committee
unanimously agrees to it some one is appointed to make a
report. This class of cases has received favorable considera-
tion, and they are cases where the man has had a year and a
half or two or three years honorable service. There have been
hundreds and hundreds of cases where sympathy dictated
relief, but the committee did not think they were justified in
giving relief.

Mr. LONGWORTIL Is that to be the policy in the future?
I understood the gentleman from Virginia to say that such
cases would not ordinarily be considered.

Mr. CRAGO. That is true during the period of the war. We
were not considering desertion cases during the war, for fear it
might have some effect on the morale of the soldiers.

Mr. HARRISON of Virginia. I understood that was to be
the settled policy of the committee.

Mr. CRAGO. These are all bills considered one or two
years ago.

Mr. HARRISON of Virginia. This question of desertion
cases does not seem to be a new question at all with the sub-
committee. Hundreds of cases passed by Congress gave relief
to men who had been charged with desertion, and it did not
seem to be right that any distinction should be made between
men that became entitled to it virtually under the same cir-
cumstances. And so our committee has been reporting these
cases of desertion where there were equitable grounds, although
the men may have been shown to have had an honest service
for two or three years. But when these cases were sent to the
Secretary of War, as all these cases are, the Secretary of War
made the request that there should be no further reports made
on cases of this character. T prepared a letter and sent them
to gentlemen interested in these cases.

Mr. LONGWORTH. Then it will be correct to say that now
it is the policy of the committee to report no desertion cases?

Mr. HARRISON of Virginia, That is the standing policy of
the committee,

Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, I move that the bill be reported
to the House with a favorable recommendation.

The motion was agreed to.

MARSHALL M. POOL.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R.
2492) to establish the military record of Marshall M. Pool.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it ecnacted, ete., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to cause the name of Marshall M. Pool to I'L
entered on the muster roll of the United States Army as ‘captain of
Illinois Volunteers under date of August 25, 1864, and to issue to said
Marshall M. Pool an honorable discharge as captain of Illinois Volun-
teers and as ald-de-camp on the staff of Byt. Maj. Gen. James H.
Wilson, under date of April 23, 18635,

Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Illinois
[Mr. Maxx~], who introdueced the bill, knows all about the per-
sonality of Mr. Pool. The thing that struck me forcibly as a
member of the subcommittee on this bill was a letter from Gen.
James H. Wilson. Gen. Wilson, as you all know, is probably
one of the greatest living officers of the Civil War. He was
also an officer in the Spanish-American War. He is said to
have been probably the greatest engineer oflicer in the Civil
War and has written one of the most interesting histories, not
only of the Civil War but later of the Spanish-American War.
He organized for the Army of the Potomac the Cavalry braneh
of the Army, and it is on the sfrength of that letter certifying to
the services of Marshall M. Pool, reading between the lines,
that I would take it for granted that Mr. Pool was a young man,
who, in his eagerness to serve the Nation, did not go through the
formality of securing a commission in the Federal Army. He
was, however, commissioned by the governor of the State of)
Illineis and was ordered to report for duty at the headquarters
of the military division of the Mississippl at Nashville, Tenn.,’
and he did so report. Transportation was furnished him by the’
Army for two horses and one servant. Gen. Wiison certifies
that he served on his staff in the month of November, 1864, as,
aid-de-camp, He partieipated in the Cavalry operations against
Hoed's army from that dafe until Hood was expelled from
Middle Tennessece. {

Capt. Pool then continued on my staff at the Cavalry camp of instrne-!
tlon at Gravelly Springs, Ala., till abeut the 20th of March, 1865, |
when operations began against Selma, Montgomery, West Point, and |
Macon, Ga. He partielpated in all the marching and fighting that was'
done dur’mg that campaign, ending in the capture of Jefferson Davis|
and varions members of bis cabinet. Capt. Pool left my staff about the |
1st of May, 1865, when the war was entirely cnded, and returned tu[
his home in Iliuocis. '

That in brief is about the servieg of Capt. Poole on the sta.ff]
of Gen. Wilson, one of the most distinguished officers of the

| Civit War. Your committee thought it was only just und]
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proper that he should be given a discharge from the serviee,
having served as an officer of the United States Army.

Mr. STAFFORD. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. CRAGO. Yes.

Mr. STAFFORD. Can the gentleman inform the commitiee
whether there are many instances of persons commissioned by
the governors of the respective States who joined the Federal
service but did not enlist in the Federal Army, similar to the
case of Capt, Poole?

Mr. CRAGO. I have known of other cases where they have
been given commissions later.

AMr. STAFFORD. What reason can the genfleman give for
Mr. Poole not enlisting in the Regular Army but retaining a
connnission from the governor?

Me. CRAGO. At that time not enough attention was given
to the technical position in which it placed .them. The gover-
nors of the States commissioned men to serve in the Federal
Army and commissioned them as officers of the volunteer forces
in those States.

Even as late as the Spanish-American War commissions
issued to volunteer troops in that war were issued by the
zovernors of States for Federal service, and men were sim-
ply inustered into the service of the United States by the
officers of the company, and the entire company lining up and
1aking the oath of allegiance to the United States. This young
man was commissioned just the same as any other officer, but
lie was assigned staff duty, and the matter of being mustered
in had probably been overlooked, because he was not with any
organization. If he had been with the First Illinois or any
other organization, he would have gone out and held up his
hand and been mustered in, and that would have been his
commission, because the only one he would have would be the
commission from the governor of the State. Not having been
mustered in, he is not on the muster rolls of the Federal Gov-
ernment, but he did this service, and it is certified to by Gen.
Wilson, and I think is deserving of consideration.

Mr. STAFFORD, He joined the Federal foreces rather late
in the war.

AMr. CRAGO. Yes; he was a very young man, and his father
furnished him with his outfit, horses, and everything.

Mr. STAFFORD. I wish to inguire whether under the
phiraseology of this bill he will be entitled to a pension dating
back to 1863.

Mr. MANN. Oh, no; because no back pensions ever date
prior to the date of application.

Mr. STAFFORD. By this bill granting him an honorable
discharge. as captain of Illinois Volunteers, under date of
April 23, 1865——

Mr. MANN. He is entitled to pay and they recommend that
he be allowed pay for the time he served.

AMr. STAFFORD. I am more concerned about whether he
would have a claim against the Government for a pension.

Mr. MANN. He would not have any claim.

l Mr. FOSTER. Has he ever applied for a pension?

Mr. CRAGO. No.

Mr. MANN. If he has, it is not known to me.
have had any status for a pension.

Mr. FOSTER. Suppose he had made application for a pen-
sion and we should pass this legislation, what then?

My, MANN. This would not give it to him. I am not in favor
of granting him back pension.

Mr. STAFFORD. No one would be in favor of granting him
a penslon to date back to 1865 under any circumstances.

AMr. MANN, I move that the bill be laid aside with a favor-
able recommendation.

The motion was agreed to.

AMAJ. CHALMERS G. ITALL,
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8.
8299) authorizing the President to reappoint Maj. Chalmers G.

Hall, retired, to the active list of the Army.
Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, the facts in this case have left

| He would not

me just at the present time; but I want to call the attention of.

the House to the communication from the present Secretary of
War dated January 17, 1918, in which he finds that Maj. Hall
was not given a fair chance when he was mustered out of the
Army. It seems that he had been sick and an operation had
been performed upon him, and before he had recovered from
that operation, which was performed by a medical officer of the
Army, he was mustered out because of physical disability. I
guote from the letter of the Secretary of War:

Maj. Hall protested against retirement and requested a delay of six
months, to be then agaln examined to determine his fitness for promo-
tion. This was denied him, but he was assured that if he fully recov-
ered he could be returned to the active list under the law. The applica-
tion of the law as applied to {field officers bad expired March 5, 1917.

Maj. Hall accepted the action of the board under this mlsapprehension,
and having recovered from his physical disability it seems evident that
the retiring board erred in its findings of permanent disability. Maj.
Hall was examined January 14 by a board of medical officers and was
found physically fit to return to the active list. In view of these cir-
cumstances I recommend the passage of this bill.
Yery respectfully, yours,
NewTOx D. BAKER, Scerctary of War.

In view of these circumstances, we think he is entitled to con-
gideration,

Mr, MANN. When was he retired?

Mr. CRAGO. Some time in the year 1916.

Mr, MANN. Is he in the Army now?

Mr. CRAGO. I can mot answer that. I will say frankly to
the gentleman that the status of this gentleman has slipped my
mind. I did not know this matter was coming up to-day.

Mr. MANN, Of course, he would have had an opportunity to
get back during this war.

Mr, CRAGO. And I have no doubt that he did.

Mr. MANN. If he did, is it necessary to enact this legislation?

Mr. CRAGO. I would say, to put him back regularly, it is.
Under this recommendation made in January, 1918, I think
we ought to take action, beeause if he did go in, he would go in
simply as a volunteer officer and would be mustered out. They
have no authority to keep in men except Regular Army men,
and this would put him in a position so that he could take his
status as a Regular Army officer,

Mr. MANN. Here is what was in my mind. I do not see
any objection to passing this bill if war had not occurred ; but if
he did not get back in the Army, to put him back now in the rank
he would have had if he had remained in the Army, with the very
large promotions, would not be right, I think. I do not know
that it would give him anything above a colonel. Plainly it
ought not to give him anything except an automatic promotion.

Mr. CRAGO. I suggest that it might be well to let this bill
go through, and then we could thoroughly investigate matters
before it was faken up in the Senate, before any action was
taken upon it. I will say frankly that I do not know this, but
I shall endeavor to find it out.

Mr. MANN. The gentleman will not have any control. Maj.
Hall, if he is around, will look after it himself. I am not going
to object.

Mr. GREENE of Vermont, The gentleman from Illinois will
remeinber we did in some Army bill some years ago make n
provision returning fo the active list officers retired if they
were fit to return, but there was a date put upon it.

Mr, MANN. I have no objection to letting him go back into
the Army, even if we do not need him as an officer. I take it
we do not, if he went in the Army during the war. If he de-
clined to go into the Army during the war, it does not seem to me
he ought to be retired now and give him the rank that he
would have had if he had remained in the Army from the
beginning.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the bill,

The Clerk read as follows:

Be it cnazted, cte., That the Preside ) -
1;|on:|ll:l tl;) theh [‘iui':!ﬂ;y ].;\1;’111 as al;I gxti;n}ld;ggaﬂ‘gl&ugt%ﬂzﬂuiu nr:a!]:')e

roule e had \ 2
:‘I::u Unl?e‘tr S?ﬂtcs .-frml;', ?gﬁg‘d.“u FEMAEL, Al Chalmetn Giitall ue

Mr, CRAGO. Jr, Chairman, T move that the bill be laid aside,
to be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation.

The motion was agreed to.

JEXNIE M. HEATH.

The next business in order on the Private Calendar was the
bill (H. R. 10225) striking from the pension roll the name of
Jennie M. Heath,

The Clerk read as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., Th o § .
hereby, authorized andtsli:etctt,:d tzegfre;;g}}rﬁnlfﬂaelsetl‘iﬂg; ;Jzil iﬂg tl::rr{:
of Jennile M. Heath, helpless and dependent child of Charles ¥. Heath
late of Company G, i‘trst Regiment M?nenesota Volunteer Infantry, who 15
now pensioned by special act of Congress approved August 7, 1914,

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Chairman, I think some little mention
should be made of this unprecedented bill in the history of legis-
lation in the Congress. I do not recall in my 14 years of service
where we have ever separated any person from the pension roll
of the Government. Here is a case, an exceptional case, one
that will go down in the history as a cause celébre, perhaps,
where the Committee on Invalid Pensions recommends the sepa-
ration of a pensioner who lately became mmarried to a rich person.
I suppose if the pension rolls were examined there would be
many similar instances where pensions are payable to persons
after their pensionable status is removed. I move, if there is
1o member of the Committee on Invalid Pensions who desires to
do =o, that the bill be laid aside with a favorable recommenda-
tion.

The motion was agreed to,
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THOMAS J. ROSE.

The next business in order on the Private Calendar was the
bill (H. R. 925) for the relief of Thomas J. Rose.

The Clerk read as follows:

Be it enacled, ete., That in the administration of any laws conferring
rights, privileges, and Denefits upon honorably discha soldiers
Thomas J. Rose, who was a private in Company H, Sixth 'ennsylvania
Volunteer Infantry, and a private in Company H, Forty-cighth Penn-
sylvania Volunteer Infantry, shall hereafter be held and considered to
have been discharged honorably from the military service of the United
States as a private of Company H, Forty-eighth Pennsylvanin Volun-
teer Infantry, on the 11th day of November, 1862,

Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, in view of the remarks which
have already been made concerning the other bills, T move you
that the usual proviso be inserted at the end of the bill

Mr. STAFFORD. Before the gentleman moves the amend-
ment and general debate is terminated thereby, I rise for recog-

nition. I do not wish, however, to take the gentleman off of
the floor.

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield fo the gentle-
man?

Mr. CRAGO. I will gladly yield to the gentleman.

Mr. STAFFORD. I may be misinformed about this ease, but
the report, as I read it, shows that this soldier was pronounced
fit for duty on November 11, 1862, and yet at that time he left
the service. I understood from the statement of the gentleman
from Virginia that it was the policy of the committee that they
would not recommend any bills where the soldier left the serv-
ice and really was a deserter. ¥

Mr. CRAGO. The gentleman will notice, if he goes Into this
further, that what we are trying to help out here is really the
supplementary service. If the gentleman will let me explain
the bill, T will make my motion to amend a little bit later.
This soldier did enlist in 1861 and served until September 9,
1862, having been reported in the meantime or pronounced it
for duty. The testimony shows that this soldier suffered with
the disease for which he had been treated. He went to Pitts-
burgh, Pa., to visit a sister, and after partially recovering from
said disability enlisted in the Navy at Pittsburgh, Pn., on Au-
gust 25, 1864, for service on the Mississippi Squadron. The
fact of his naval service is borne out by the records of the Navy
Department, as follows:

That Thomas J. Rose enlisted in the United Btates Navy at Pitts-
burgh, Pa., August 25, 1804, to serve one year; served on the Grampus,
Great Western, and Volunteer, and was discharged Aogust 1, 1865, at
Mound €ity, Il =

So the two services combined make a good and faithful serv-
ice of more than two years and a half. After his discharge
from the service he went to Pittsburgh, and never went through
the formality of securing an honorable discharge, but thought
that since he was reinstated in the Navy that that would cure
everything. The record has stood on that basis up to the
present time. Now, I simply want to call attention to the fact
that crept into this report from the correspondence that we
have, and that is, namely, that the only brother of this soldier—
George W. Rose—lost an arm at Antietam; that his father,
Daniel Rose, was wounded in the Battle of the Wilderness; and
that his mother, Susanna Rose, was a nurse in the Harewood
General Hospital, Washington, D. (. This old gentleman has
been an honored resident in the district represented to-day in
Congress from our State by Mr. Heaton, of Pennsylvania, all
these years, and we thought it was only a simple act of justice
for the Government to give this man credit for those two serv-
ices. He has an honorable discharge from the last service, and
he wants to connect up the two of them. I, therefore, move to
amend by adding the usnal proviso at the end of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows: :

Page 1, line 12, after the word * sixty-two " insert “ Provided, That
nu?mp:::tail?n. bounty, or allowances shall acerue prior to the passage of

The amendment was agreed to.

~ Mr. CRAGO. Mr. Chairman, I move that the bill be Ilaid
aside with a favorable recommendation.

The motion was agreed to. =

MARY J. LACEY.

The next bill in order on the Private Calendar was the bill
(H. R. 8856) for the relief of Mary J. Lacey.

The bill was read as follows:

Bo it cnacted, ete., That Mary J. Lacey, mother of Willlam A, Stewart,
late private, Company B, Fifth Regiment Maryland National Guard
Infantry, who died on October 4, 191G, at Indio Ranch, El Paso, Tex.,
while In the service of the United States, shall be regarded as the duly
designated beneflciary of the late Pvt. Willilam A. Stewart, under the act
approved May 11, 1908, ns amended by the act approved March 3, 1909

My, COADY. Mr. Chairman, I move that this bill be reported
back to the House with the recommendation that it do pass,

-books, fell upon him.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland moves that
the bill (F. 1. 8856) be reported back to the House with the
recommendation that it do pass.

The meotion was agreed to.

THOMAS G. ALLEN,

The next bill in order on the Private Calendar was the bill
(H. R. 4610) to compensate Thomas G. Allen for injuries re-
ceived while employed in the General Land Office of the United
States and making an appropriation therefor.

The bill was read as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is
hereby, authorized and direéted to pag. out of any money in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, to Thomas G. Allen the sum of $3,000

for injuries received while employed in the United States General Land
Office, Washington, D. C., Decem 27, 1915,

Also the following committee amendment was read :

Committee amendment : Page 1, line 6, strike out “ $3,000" and in-
gert “ $1,000 in full settlement of all claims against the Government."

Mr. STAFFORD. Mpr. Chairman, I wish to be recognized in
opposition to the bill. Unless the gentleman wishes fo take the
floor I will withhold asking for recognition at present.

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
make a statement. This bill is for the relief of Thomas G. Allen,
who was employed in the General Land Office of the United
States, It seems while Mr. Allen was working in the line of
his duty that some heavy bookeases, containing seme large
He was entirely covered up by this mass
of stuff, and it required the work of about 15 persons for 30
minutes to remove the débris from him and take him out from
under the things that had fallen upon him. Mr. Allen was in
the hospital two or three months, and was considered to be in
rather a serious condition. After two or three months he was
discharged and returned to work.

I have seen this gentleman recently. This aecident oceurred
about three years ago this month. He is still in an enfeebled
condition, claims that he suffers very much from the injuries
received on that occasion. He was receiving at the time the
sum of $1,000. The bill provided that he should be paid the
sum of $3,000, but the committee, after considering the matter,
amended it by providing the payment of $§1,000 in full settlement
of all claims. That amounts to one year's salary. We feel under
all the circumstances that this gentleman should be allowed
that sum.

Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. I will

Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan, Has this claimant returned
to take np his own work under the Government? k

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. Yes. He went back to work
there, but he was able to do only very light work.
remember that I asked him his age, but he must be 70 years of

age.

Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. Is he -receiving the same
salary now that he did before the injury?

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippl. I think he is receiving prac-
tically the same salary; yes, sir.

Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. Then his loss, so far as
money is concerned, was for being deprived of his salary during
his absence in the hospital?

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. Yes, sir. Then, of course,
he had to defray his doctor’s bill, and the man has suffered a
great deal through all these years.

Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. I speak only of the money
loss,

Mr, STEPHENS of Mississippi. I think the monetary loss is
what you say.

Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. He did not receive a salary
while he was absent?

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. I do not think he was
allowed the entire salary. I think, perhaps, he had 30 days’
sick leave during that time.

Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. Do you know if the custom
of that department is if a man is injured in the service and it
necessitates his absence from duty longer than the 30 days’
leave that is given, that he is stricken from the roll and not per-
mitted to draw any of the stipend?

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. I do not think he was
stricken from the roll. T think he was allowed to continue in
the employ of this department.

Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. If there is any foundation
for this claim, it would be in the idea that the Government was
to blame for the injury and not the man himself, and under
those circumstances, it seems to me, he ought not to have been
deprived of his wages during the time he was in the hospital
or unable to perform his work,

I do not .
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Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippl. It was held, I will say to
thie gentleman, that this man did not fall within the compensa-
tion act of 1908. Some of the employees of the Government
when injured are compensated.

Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan.
fixed compensation under that act?

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. Yes. sir.

Mr, McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. I was speaking of the
burden resting on the Government to continue that man on the
roll and pay him wages for the injury, which was the fault of
the Government and not that of the man himself.

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippl, It appeared clear to the
committee that the injury was the fault of the Government
and not of the man,

Mr. McLAUGHLIN of Michigan. The amount of money
allowed him, then—§1,000—is evidently small enough.

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. We thought so.

Mr. FOSTER. How much would he get under the compen-
sation act of 1908 if he received it under that law?

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. About the amount, I think,
the committee allowed.

Mr. STAFFORD. What is the basis of the gentleman’'s state-
ment? The gentleman is making some statements that are not
supported by the report. 3

Mr., STEPHENS of Mississippl. I do not understand.

Mr. STAFFORD. The gentleman is acquainted with the re-
port. I know he does not do it intentionally.

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. I do not know what the
gentleman means by that statement. I would like to have him

We would have provided a

say.

Mr. STAFFORD. The gentleman said this man was out of
work for several months.

Mr, STEPHENS of Mississippi..
months.”

Mr. STAFFORD. Two months?

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi.
three months.

Mr. STAFFORD. The report showed that he was confined to
his bed only three weeks, and he was only disabled from per-
forming his duty from December 27 to February 7.

Mr. FOSTER. He was able to do only a little work.

Mr. STAFFORD. Though the record does not show, and I
helieve I am not indulging in a wild assumption when I say that
he is one of the old men connected with the Land Office who is
carried on the rolls as a pensioner. .

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. I will say to the gentleman
that the records show he was incapacitated from regular work,
and when he came back he was allowed to do very light work,
about two months later. For quite a little time he was not in
condition to do work of any moment at all. Therefore he was
practically out of business, as I said, for two or three months.

Ar. FOSTER. As I understand, under the compensation law
for a death they gave a year's salary. Many of them have heen
denied further compensation than the one year's salary, what-
ever it might be. This man was not killed, but went back to
work to do something, at least, in the course of a few months,
It does not seem to me that under that compensation law he
would be entitled to a thousand dollars. I have not looked it up;
I have forgotten about if. When I served on the Committee on
Claims I used to be more familiar with ‘the law than I am now.
I do not remember, but it seems to me it would not be a thou-
sand dollars,

Mr. MANN. Under the eompensation aect he would be paid
only for the time he was absent..

Mr. FOSTER. Yes. Asto these cases that did not come under
the compensation act we have always settled them on the basis
of the compensation act of 1908.

AMr. MANN. We have endeavored to settle them on the basis
that they should not receive more than a year's pay, which was
the utmost allowed by the compensation act.

AMr. FOSTER. That was for very severe injury or death.

Mr. MANN. Even then we paid it on the theory that we would
not allow more than that, and we have allowed that in a good
many cases where they would not have received it under the com-
pensation act.

Mr. FOSTER. I know we investigated a number of very piti-
able cases that excited the sympathy of every Member, but we
did not go beyond one year’s salary for a death,

Now, if this man was out but a few weeks or a few months
and went back and received his salary in full, it seems to me
we are doing more for him than we did for those in the past.

Mr, MIANN. Of course,

Mr. FOSTER., And I do not think we ought to establish a
precedent of this kind.

I did not say *“ several

Something like that—two or

e e e L B e e P o o e

Mr. EDMONDS. I want to call attention to the fact that the
committee has given him this $1,000 on account of the fact that
he was permanently injured.

Mr. FOSTER. He is drawing a salary from the Government.

Mr. EDMONDS. Of course. He is permanently injured, and
Secretary Lane states in his letter that he is of opinion that he
should have some compensation,

Mr. FOSTER. He is drawing the same salary that he for-
merly received?

Mr. EDMONDS. I think he is.

Mr. FOSTER. It seems to me that giving Lhim a thousand
dollars is more than we have been doing in the past for others.
m]nir. STEPHENS of Mississippi. It has been done time after

AMr, BLANTON. My, Chairman, the committee, as stated by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr, Epyoxps], based its
action, as I understand it, on this language by the Secretary of
the Interior:

Mr. Allen was unable to return to his official duties until Febroary 8,
1916, and he has not entirely recovered to this time from the injuries

inflicted and will probably never be rest 'S
condition. m ¥ ored to his former physical

I am therefore of the opinion that Mr. Allen sh
e therefo s“smmm‘p n should be compensated for

Like my friend from Illinois [Mr. Foster], T think that the
compensation is excessive; I believed that $500 was maximum
compensation, in view of the fact that he drew all of his wilges.,
He lost none of his wages while he was out of the office for
some time. When he came back he got his pay, I think $300

really is an excessive amount, but I was willing to give that,

amount. But in view of the fact that all my colleagues on the
committee agreed to reduce the claim from $3,000 to $1,000 and
all insisted on giving him a thousand dollars, I did not sce fit
to fight their action in the committee,

Mr. Ii‘()STI;:l{. I am not sure that he ought to have anything.

Mr. STAFFORD, Mr, Chairman, this is a claim to reinburse
an old person, 74 years of age, for some slight injuries that oc-
curred in the performance of his work, from no fault of his,
I take it, although the report does not show that. I will con-
cede that. And his injury eame not through any negligence of
the Government. He was in the filing room of {he Land Office
and some books and files fell down, which resulted, aeccording
to the certificate of the physician, in ¢ontusion of the abdomen
and an abrasion of the knee. The accident occurred on De-
cember 27, 1916.

Mr., McLAUGHLIN of Michigan.
fifteen, 3

Mr. STAFFORD. Yes; 1915. He was confined to hed for
three weeks, Ie resumed his duties on February 8, 1916. He
was receiving a salary of $1,200—a man 74 years of age. It is
not a radieal assumption that he was a  pensioner—a
clinger-on to the Government pay roll—and is to-day.
There are many such men in all our departments. That
is one of the great questions before the Government in
the -administration of its affairs—that we Kkeep on the
salary rolls men who are of no value in the administration
of its affairs and pay them a salary of $1.200, or there-
abouts, because we have no civil pension list. He returns to
duty, and the only permanent injury, as disclosed by the report,
is that he is nervous. A man suffers an abrasion of the knee.

I want to treat this man as he deserves to be treated, but if

Nineteen hundred ani

-he were in private employment he would not have the nerve

to ask any such amount as $3,000. Ie would be glad to receive
his salary, such as he receives from the Government, and the
expenses of hiz sickness and hospital charges. But no; he re-
tains his position with the Government and makes a claim for
$3,000 upon that statement. This superannuated employee was
only out of the service for six weeks and eonfined to bed for only
three weeks, and the only permanent injury Is nervousness; the
committee reports in favor of paying him $1,000.

I say we should not establish the precedent here to pay any
of the Government employees when they are so slightly injured
as this man is. There is another bill on the calendar substan-
tially similar in extent, to pay a man $1,000. :

I am going to be liberal. I am going, Mr. Chairman, fo
move—so that they can not say that I have no milk of human
kindness toward the Government employees and toward this
superannuated old employee—to reduce the amount of $1,000
to $250. We are pensioning him at $1,200 a year. He has not
lost any salary at all. I do not believe that he should receive
anything. With consummate nerve, suffering only from that
slight injury, and the Government keeping him on the pay roll
at $1,200, he comes here and asks for reimbursement to the
extent of $3,000.

Mr. SLOAN. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

2
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' Mr. STAFFORD. Yes.

Mr. SLOAN. Is the gentleman giving evidence of his milk
of human kindness by reducing this old man’s claim from $1,000
1o $250? Does not that indicate that the gentleman’s milk of
human kindness is considerably soured? [Laughter.]

Mr. STAFFORD. No. That is the kind of logic that the
gentleman from Nebraska usually uses in this Chamber, be-
cause the gentleman from Nebraska has the reputation of
pouring more bitter gall on the other Members of this Chamber
than any other Member of this body.

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, I desire to be recognized, bc-
ing a member of the committee, to speak on this question. Under
the law this man is not entitled to a single dollar. Anything that
is given him here is merely a bounty given by this Government,
1 quite agree with the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr, STAFFORD]
that the committee has been too liberal in passing upon this case,
I do not think that a precedent should be set here to pay every
man who gets injured unless he comes within the purview of the
law. We have a law providing for the compensation of injured
cmployees. To get compensation he should bring himself within
the provisions of this statute. I do not think we should set a
precedent out of the bounty of the people’s money by paying every
person who gets hurt.

As stated, this man was in bed only three weeks. He was T4
years of age at the time he was hurt. If he had been younger,
he probably would not have been injured. Of course, he can not
be condemned because he Is old, but I take it that he was hurt
primarily because he was old, and that if he had been a younger
and more active man he would have gotien out of the way when
the cases fell. I think $250 would be a maximum amount out of
the bounty of the people's money, and I hope the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Wisconsin will be passed.

Mr, STEPHENS of Mississippi. Mpr, Chairman, in answer to
ihe gentleman from Wisconsin, the record shows that this man
suffered more than from bruise of the knees. The doctor's cer-
tificate states that he suffered contusion of the abdomen, with
shock and contusion of abdominal contents, contusion and abra-
sion of knees.

It ig stated further that this man had become very nervous
since the acecident. It is not surprising that he should become
s0, because it is stated by the employees in that department
that it required them, with the assistance of 15 or more men,
20 minutes to take him out from under the files and books
which covered him up. I did not prepare this report, but it hap-
pens that there is nothing stated in it in regard to his present
condition. Only a few days ago, the first time I ever saw the
old gentleman, I did see him, and he was in the same con-
dition that the doctor stated, to wit, he was very nervous.
The old man is almost a nervous wreck. As I said a moment
ago, it is not surprising that that condition should come upon
him, covered up as he was for 20 minutes under these heavy
books and file cases, suffering, not as the gentleman says, with
some abrasions of the knees, but contusion of the abdomen,
shock, and contusion of the abdominal contents.

I think, Mr. Chairman, that the House ought not to allow
this old man so small a sum as $250. It is my judgment that
he ought to be allowed a reasonable and decent sum or nothing
at all,

.The CHAIRMAN. The question first is on the committee
amendment, which the Clerk will report.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 1, line 6, strike out the figures “ $3,000" and insert
in full settlement of all claims against the Government."

Mr. STAFFORD. JMr, Chairman, I offer an amendment to
the commitiee amendment, Strike out *$1,000" and insert
wi $2m_n

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment by Mr. Snrmsm to the committee amendment :
4 £1,000"" and insert * $250.

The CHAIRMAN. The first guestion is on the amendment to
the committee amendment offered by the gentleman from Wis-
consin,

The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr.
Braxrox) there were 6 ayes and 27 noes.

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, T make the point of order
that no quorum is present,

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi.
the committee do now rise.

The question was taken ; and the Chairman announced that the
noes had it.

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. 1 demand tellers.

Tellers were ordered, and the Chair appointed Mr.
of Mississippi and Mr. BraxTox as tellers.

* $1,000,

Strike out

Mr, Chairman, I move that

STEPHENS

'l‘he)8 committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 2,
noes H8.

So the committee declined to rise.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. Has the Chair declared that no
quorum is present?

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has not.

Mr. MANN, The peint of no quorum was made sowe time

ago.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. But the Chair has not declared
that no quorum was present.

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, I withdraw my point of order,
and I offer the following amendment.

The Clerk read as follows :

i r.tir:gnd 5151130 committee amendment by striking out * $1,000 . and in-

Mr, MANN, That amendment is not in order unless the other
amendment is withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has declared the amendment
of the gentleman from Wisconsin as not agreed to, and it was
not agreed to, ;

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, I understand this is ac-
ceptable to the chairman of the committee and his associates.

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. The gentleman from Texas
is mistaken. I told him to see the author of the bill, -

Mr, BLANTON. I have seen him, and the gentleman from
Pennsylvania [Mr. Bropeeck] is wllllng to accept it.

AMr, BRODBECK. I am willing to accept the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN, The question is on the amendment offered
by the genileman from Texas to the committee amendment.

The question was faken; and on a division (demanded by Mr,
BraxTox) there were—ayes 41, noes 13,

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

The CHATRMAN. The question now recurs on the commit-
tee amendment as amended.

The committee amendment as amended was agreed to.

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. Mr. Chairman, I move that
the bill as amended be reported back te the House with the
recommendation that it pass,

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Mississippi moves
that the bill be reported to the House with the recommendation
that as amended it do pass.

The motion was agreed to.

MBS, W. E. CEAWFORD.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R.
2012) for the relief of Mrs. W. E. Crawford.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is
hercby, authorized and directed to pay, cut of any money in the Treas-
ury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, to Mrs. W. E.
Crawford the sum of ?140 .40 in full compensation for services rendered
as auxiliary carrier of malls at Decatur, Ala., from February 28, 1914,
to June 28, 1914.

Mr. ALMON. Mpr, Chairman, I will make this explanation:
This bill is to appropriate $140.40 to Mrs. Crawford for services
rendered as auxiliary letter carrier. It is admitted by the
Post Office Department that the services were rendered, and the
amount is due and unpaid, but that for technical reasons the
department did not see proper to pay the claim, because it was
claimed that there was a civil-service register from which the
posimaster should have selected some one to render this service.
It is claimed by the Post Office Department that the postmaster
knew that there was such a register and had been notified to
make the selection from the register. It was claimed that the
notice was given to him by the secretary of the Civil Service
Commission. The postmaster says that he did not receive notice.
The records fail to disclose any such notice to the postmaster,
and even if the postmaster did have knowledge of it, Mrs.
Craweford, who rendered the service, had no notice of it. I made
this explanation before the committee at the last session of
Congress, and the bill passed this House unanimously, but failed
to pass the Senate for want of time.

Mr. STAFFORD. AMr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. ALMON. Yes. ,

Mr. STAFFORD. As I recall the reading of the report, she
was paid up to March 28, 1914,

Mr. ALMON. Up to the time it was claimed that the Civil
Service secretary notified the postmaster to discontinue her
services. The postmaster states that he had no such notice,
and that Mrg, Crawford was continued in the service until
June 28, 1914, at $1.50 a day.

Mr. STAFFORD. Was not the postmaster compensated at the
time when he might have obtained a person from the civil-
service register?

Mr. ALMON. She was paid up to the time the elaim the ecivil-
service secretary gave the notice to the postmaster; and while
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it appears there was a civil-service register, the postmaster
states that he could not have gotten anyone to serve from that
register if he had gotten the netice.

Mr. STAFFORD. The bill states that he was paid for sery-
ices from February 28, 1914, to June 28, 1914 The Pestmaster
General's letter in the third paragraph from the end says:

In the settlement of the postmaster’s accounts, after very careful
consideration by this department and the Civil Service Commission of

all the facts in the case, this department allowed the pestmaster’'s
claim up to March 28, 1914, the date en which the postmaster was

given a clear understanding of the situation by the district eivil- |

sgervice secretary.

Mr. ALMON. Yes.

Mr. STAFFORD. They allowed his elaim up to Mareh 28,

Mr. ALMON. I am asking for pay from February 28, 1914,
to June 28, 1914.

Mr. STAFFORD. But he was allowed compensation, secord-
ing to the Postmaster General, up to Mareh 28, 1914, and I
am rising to inquire whether the gentleman is not giving him
more pay than he is entitled to, paying him for time for which
he has already received compensation,

Mr. ALMON, No.

-Mr. STAFFORD.
where.

Mr. ALMON, The report says:

This bill is for the panf;lent of $140:40 earned by Mrs. Crawford as
temporary nux.l.lluri‘m of the mails at Decatur, Ala., for February
28 to June 28, 191

That is in the report.

Mr. STAFFORD. I think this is a mathematical error. The
bill itself provides for the payment for services from February
28, 1914, to June 28, 1914. I direct the attention of the chair-
man of the commiitee to the stafement as contained in the
Postmaster General’s letter which I just read. There is some
conflict there. You are paying him in addition to what he has
already received compensation for.

Mr. ALMON. There may be a difference in date there, but
fhere is no question about the amount.

Mr. STAFFORD. The record of the department shows that
he was allowed compensation up to Mareh 28, 191+ I go fur-
ther and I read——

Mr. ALMON. I am only asking in the bill for payment after
February 28,

Mr. STAFFORD. T know, but he already received compensa-
tion up to February 28,

Mr. ALMON. 1 see what the gentleman means now.

Mr. STAFFORD. There is a ¢onflict there, whereby you are
paying him money for the month for which he has already re-
ceived eompensation.

Mr. ALMON. The bill ought to be amended se as to make it
March 28, The amount is correct, There is ne question about
that.

Mr. MANN. I think he was only paid up to February 28.

Mr. ALMON. ' That is the way my bill reads.

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. On page 10 of the report
the First Assistant Postmaster General, Mr. Reper, fixed the
time from February 28 to June 28, 1914

Mr, STAFFORD. But the gentleman is reading from a let-
ter of date March 25, 1915, and I am reading from the Iatest
expression by the department, Februnary 5 1916, en page 2 of
the report, the first letter’ in the report.

I will continue reading to show that while this postmaster has
no technieal right for reimbursement after February 28, 1914,
notwithstanding the department allowed him eompensation up
o Mareh 28, 1914, and in support of that pesition I will eontinue
the reading where I left off a minute ago:

Under a strict application of civil-service rules the postmaster’s claim
should not have been allowed beyond the date en which the ellgible
register was established, February 28, 1914, but because of his ignorance
and misunderstanding of the rules the Civil Service Commission agreed
to approve Mrs. Crawford’s employment until the date mentioned ve,

What was that date? - Originally March 28, 1914. There was
one month's compensation for which she has already received
allowance. Originally, as the letter of the First Assistant points
out, amd which is supported by the position of the Postmaster
General, he is technieally entitled to no money after February
28, but the Post Office Department allowed him compensation up
to Mareh 28, 1914,

Ar. WELLING. But if the gentleman will continue reading,
and read the next paragraph—

Tho amount stated in the bill is the amount disallowed in the pest-
master's account. :

So if there is any confusion in these dates it certainly does not
go to the amount that the bill asks for of $140.

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. The very next sentence below
where the gentleman stopped reading shows that.

There is surely some confusion here some-

' disregarded the law.

Mr, STAFFORD. This is a small matter ; T went over it eare-
fully some months ago and I gained the impression from my
reading of the full report, which is of some 14 pages—I may have
wasted a Iot of time, perhaps, on the matter—that he was not
entitled to that $140, and I base that upen the statement of the
postmaster. This is a letter addressed by the First Assistant
Postmaster, January 20, 1915:

I thercfore ask that you suspend the small technlenlity of the law
and authorize the payment of this ameunt; also that the am“?ugg

already expended, $40.50, from Febroary 27 to March 31, 191
pald. The total amount of these sums held up Is £140.40,

That confirms what T said originally. The postmmster asks

| for eompensation from February 28 up to June 28 of a total of

$140. In that amount there was a claim for $40.50 from Febru-
ary 27 to Marel 31, and the Postmaster General states he has
been allowed that up to March 28. On that basis you are giving
her about $35 or $40 more than to which she is entitled.

Mr. ALMON. It will amount fo $140.40, at $1.00 a day, for

- the time the gentleman claims.

Mr. STAFFORD. I read this very carefully, and T eould not
arrive at any other conclusion but that he had received this

| by reason of the courtesy of the Postmaster General.

Mr. ALMON. There is no mistake in the amount of the
elaim,

Mr., STAFFORD. From his own statement lie says the total
amount, February 28 to June 28, is §140.40. This amount,
February 27 to March 31, was $40.50, and the total amount of

| those sums held up is $140.40. The Postmaster General claimed

he receded from his original position and says, * We will pay

 you up to Mareh 28, 1914.”

Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman, probably this elaim will be al-
lowed and paid, yet it involves quite an important general propo-
sition. We have had a great many complnints on our side of
the House that there has been quite a disregard of the eivil-
service law in many branches of the Gevernment in recent days,
months, and years. Many have been employed for duty, and
let us assume they have performed the service, where the Iaw
provided they should not have been appointed. We have had
complaints of that charaeter. Now, here is a case where the
Postmaster General reports—and there [s no controversy abont
it—that the postmaster first ignorantly disregnrding the efvil-
service Iaw appointed his wife as a carrier of mail. She has
been paid for the time while he was in ignoranee. She was ap-
pointed when there was no civil-service register for the place.
Afterwards a civil-service register was posted amd the depart-
ment says the postmaster was fully cognizant of the faet and
of the law but he deliberntely, according to the statement of
Gen. Burleson, disregarded the law and eontinued the appoint-
ment of his wife;, and—so far as T know there is no reason why
he should net have appointed his wife to perform fhe service;
maybe he could not have gotten anybody else to de it as well—
deliberately disregarded the law., The Civil Service Commission
after consideration of the ease authorized the payment of the
time while he was in ignorance but deelined to autherize the
payment of eompensation after he knew better. The Post-
master General winds up his letter on the subjeet in the report
on this bill in this way:

There iz no gesﬂon as to the performance of the service by Mrs
Crawford, but this department cam not recommend the emactment of
this bill because the postmaster persistently and knowingly violated the
civil-service rules. /

Now, the lady who performed the serviee was probably as
well posted on the subjeet as her husband who made the appoint-
ment. Of course the serviee so performed would not have cost
any less to have it performed by somebody else, but after all it
is a question, where the service is required and performed and
appointment has been made in flag vielation of law, with a
willful disregard of law, whether Congress should take special
action to pay the person whe has not enly himself or herself
disregarded the law, but whose superior making the appointment
Why shouldd not anybody disregard the
law in referenee fo appointment if they are to be paid just the
same as though the Iaw had been complied with?

Mr. ALMON,. Mr. Chairman, just another word, The state-
ment of the Postmaster General that the postmaster had notice
of the ecivil-service register is based upen the statement that
the civil-service secretary had given the notice te the post-
master. There is nothing in the reeord, there is nothing fur-
nished by the Post Office Department showing that the eivils
service secretary gave the notice te the postmaster. The post-
master states positively that he did not have the notice. Now,
if the postmaster had getten the netice from the. eivil-service
register then there would be something on whiel the Postmaster

| General could have based this statement, and if that netice

was given by the civil-service secretary to the postmaster there
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ought to be some evidence of it, and some record of it should
have gone into this hearing before the committee.

It is not in there, which corroborates the postmaster when
he makes his statement that he did not get such a notice, and
for that reason he continued Mrs. Crawford in the service.
It is stated the lady who did this work was the wife of the
postmaster. That is true, and his predecessor had his daughter
in this service for many years. It is usual and customary down
there. And besides that, there is no question but that her
work was efficient and that she performed it faithfully and
well. The hearings show that just before that time by the
civil-service register that there were four or five on the
register, and the postmaster was unable to get anyone of them
to serve. Now, this same question was raised, and my good
friend from Illinois [Mr. Maxx] reserved his objection when
we had it up last Congress, and when I made this explanation
he withdrew his objection, and I am quite sure he is not going
to oppose the passage of the bill at this time.

Mr. MANN, I am not.

Mr. STAFFORD. Will the gentleman yield?

AMr. ALMON. Yes.

Mr. STAFFORD. Has the gentleman examined the record
since I addressed the House as fo the amount? I ean nof, after
going over it again, find that I am in error in my position that
she was paid this $40 from February 28 to March 28.

Mr. ALMON. No. I have been listening to the gentleman
from Illinois [Mr. Maxx].

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I have computed it at $1.50 a day
for 83 days, which, of course, is $139.50. She evidently was paid
for the extra month, but still has $139.50 under the bill.

Mr. ALMON. The statement shows that the auxiliary letter
cirrier was allowed $1.50 a day.

Mr. EDMONDS. I would like to eall the attention of the
gentleman frony Wisconsin to the fact that in the same letter
the postmaster states the amount in the bill is the amount dis-
allowed in the postmaster's account.

Mr. STAFFORD. After he had been given an allowance,

Mr. MANN. This claim is for 93 days.

NMr. ALMON. Yes.

Mr. MANN. That would be from March 28 to June 28 and
not from February 28. From February 28 to June 28 is four
months,

Mr. ALMON. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend the bill in the
eighth line by siriking out “ February ” and inserting in licu
thereof ** Mareh."”

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. ALMox moves to amend, page 1, line 8, by striking out ile word
“ February ” and insert in lieu thereof the word * March.”

The CHATRMAN. The question is on agreecing to the amend-
ment.

The amendment was agreed fo. .

Mr. ALMON. I move that the bill be reported to the House
as amended, with the recommendation that it do pass.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. LONDON. Mr. Chairman, may I ask unanimous consent
that the committee take up out of order a bill, No. 144 (H. R.
8473), page 367 It is the only private bill I have introduced. It
will take but a minute or two.

Mr. BROWNING. Mr. Chairman, I object.
the calendar.

Mr. FAIRFIELD.
cones next.

The CHATIRMAN. The gentlemen object.

IRA G, RILPATRICK AND GUY D. DILL.

__The next bill in order on the Private Calendar was the bill
(H. R. 8444) for the relief of Ira G. Kilpatrick and Guy D. Dill

The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enacted, cte., That the title of Ira G. Kilpatlrick and Guy D.
Dill, as tenants in common, in and to the west half of the southeast
quarier of section 3, 1owns‘:-ip 32 north, range 8 east, in the distriet
of lunds subject to sale ot I'ort Wayne, Ind., in Whitley County, Ind.,
as assignee from Jonathan Pearson, by conveyance be, and the same is
herevoy, guieted and confirmed, and patent therefor shall issue to the
gaid Ira G. Kilpatrick and Guy D. Dill as tenants in common,

Also the following committee amendment was read:

Committee amendment ; After the word “ common,” in line 11, inscrt
# upon payment to the United States of $1.25 per acre.”

Mr. FAIRFIELD. Mr. Chairman, this bill is a bill to perfect
the title for 80 acres of land held for something like over 50
years on a tax title. Itwas found rather a strange circumstance
that they taxed the land, sold the tax title, then went upon it
and improved it. and ditehed it, and to-day the land is worth
perhinps $30 or $60 an acre. The bill has passed the House
once before, but too late to have action upon it in the Senate,

I have a bill on

I Lave one bill on the calendar, and it

It has been recommended by the committee and also by the
Secretary of the Interior,

Mr. Chairman, I move that the bill be laid aside with a
favorable recommendation,

The CHAIRMAN, The question first arises on the committee
amendment.

The question was taken, and the committee amendment was
agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs on the motion
made by the gentleman from Indiana to lay aside the bill 11. 1.,
8444 as amended, with a favorable reconnendation,

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. Mr. Chairman, I move that
the committee do now rise and report the bills back to the
House with the recommendations of the committee.

The CHAIRMAN. A motion is made by the gentleman from
Mississippi that the commuittee do now rise and report the bills
back to the House with the recommendation, in some instances,
that the bills be Iaid on the table and, in other instances, that
the billg, with and without sundry amendments, be passed.

Mr. MANN. Not all of them should pass. They should be
reported back to the House, with the recommendations made by
the committee.

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is made by the genileman
from Mississippi. The question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

Thereupon the committee rose; and the Speaker having re-
sumed the chair, Mr., Garp, Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union, reported that that com-
mittee had had under consideration certain bills on the Private
Calendar and had directed him to report the same back to the
House, with the recommendation that as to some of them they
be laid on the table, and that as to others, some with amend-
ments and some without amendments, that they be passed.

The SPEAKER. The Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union reports that that com-
mittee has had under consideration sundry bills and has di-
rected him to report the same back to the ouse, some with
amendments and some withouf, with the recommendation that
the amendments be agreed to and that the bills do pass, and
three with the recommendation that they lie on the table. The
Clerk will report the first of these bills. -

STEAMSHIP * CALDERA."

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H. R. 4988) to authorize the changing of the name of the steam-
ship Caldera, '

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it will lie on the table.

There was no objection. '

COL. DAVID I, BRAINARD.

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (8. 979) for the promotion and retirement of Col. David L.
Brainard, Quartermaster Corps, United States Army.

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the bill will lie on the
table, according to the recommendation of the committee.

There was no objection.

CLAIALS AGAINST THE CHOCTAW

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H. R. 320) referring certain claims agalnst the Choctaw and
Chickasaw Nations of Indians to the Court of C 8.

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it will lie on the table,

There was no objection.

AXD CHICKASAW NATIOXS,

MARY XNEAF.

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (II. R. 7715) for the relief of Mary Neaf.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third
reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time,
wis read the third time, and passed. -

HARRIET FISHER.

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H, R. 855) for tlie relief of Harriet Fisher.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third
reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time,
was read the third time, and passed.

ALEXANDER F. M'COLLAM.

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H. It. 1423) for the relief of Alexander F. McCollam.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment amd thivd
reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time,
was read the third time, and passed
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DAVID E, GRAY.

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H. R, 1607) for the relicf of David E. Gray.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third
reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time,
was read the third time, and passed.

WILLIAM M. WILSON.

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H, R. 2635) to authorize the issue of a patent to cerian land
in Alabama to William M. Wilson.
| The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third
reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time,
was read the third time, and passed.

ATMA HARRIS,
The Clerk read as follows:
A bill (H. R. 4240) for the relief of Alma Harris,
{ The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third
_ reading of the bill
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third tlme.
was read the third time, and passed.

THOMAS CAMPBELL,

The Clerk read as follows:

Ahl;il.l (1. it. 1873) for the relief of Thomas Campbell, with amend-
men

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend-
ments.

The amendments were agreed to.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill as amended.

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a
ihird time, was read the third time, and passed.

CHARLES LYNCH.

The Clerk read as follows:
A bill (II. R, 1954) for tbe relief of Charles Lynch, with amendments.

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend-
ments. -

The amendments were agreed tfo.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill as amended.

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a
third time, was read the third time, and passed.

JEREMTIAH STOVER.

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H. R. GGT) for the relief of Jeremiah Stover.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill as amended.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time,
was read the third time, and passed.

CLEMENT H. COLE.

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H. BR. 3090) for the rellef of Clement H. Cole, with amend-
ments,

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend-
ments,

The amendments were agreed to.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill as amended.

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a
third time, was read the third time, and passed.

1 AMARSHALL POOL.

| The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H. R. 2492) to establish the military record of Marshall Pool.

The SPEAKER. The qguestion is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time.
was read the third time, and passed.

MAJ. CHALMERS G. HALL.

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (8. 3299) authorizing the President to reappoint Maj. Chalmers
@, Hall, retired, to the active list of the Army.

i  The SPEAKER. The guestion is on the third reading of the

Senate bill.
|  The bill was ordered to be read a third time, was read the

third time, and passed.

JENXNIE M. HEATH.
The Clerk read as follows :

A bill (u I{. 10225) siriking from ihe pension roll the name of
Jeunie M.

The SPEAhEIt.
reading of the bill.
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time,
was read the third time, and passed.
TIIOMAS J. ROSE.

The Clerk read as follows :

A bill (H, R, 925) for the relief of Thomas J. Rose, with amendments,

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend-
ments,

The amendments were agreed to.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill as amended.

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a
third time, was read the third time, and passed. -

MARY J. LACEY.

The bill (H. R. 8856) for the relief of Mary J. Lacey, reported
from the Committee of the Whole without amendment, was
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed,

The question is on the engrossment and third

THOMAS 6. ALLEN.

The bill (H. R. 4610) to compensate Thomas G. Allen for
injuries received while employed in the General Land Office of
the United States, and making an appropriation therefor, was re-
ported from the Committee of the Whole with an amendment.

The amendinent was agreed to and the bill as nmended ordered
to be engrossed and read a third time, was read the third time,
and passed.

MES. W. E. CRAWFORD,

The bill (H. .. 2012) for the relief of Mrs. W. E. Crawford
was reported from the Committee of the Whole House with an
amendment.

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill as amended was
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed.

IRA G. KILPATRICK AXD GUY D. DILL.

The bill (H. It. 8444) for the relief of Ira G. Kilpatrick and
Guy D. Dill was reported from the Committee of the Whole with
an amendment, the amendment was agreed to, and the bill as
amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time,
was read a third time, and passed,

Mr. STEPHENS of Mississippi. Mr, Chairman, I move to re-
consider the votes whereby the several bills were passed and
that that motion lie on the table.

The motion was agreed fo.

SALE OF LAXNDS MISSOULA COUKTY, MONT.

" Mr. EVANS., Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the
present consideration of the bill (H. 1. 9865) to authorize the
sale of certain lands to school district No, 28, of Missoula, Mont,

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it cnacted, ete., That the Becretary of the Interior be, and he ia
hembx. authorlxed in his discretion, to =411 and eonvey to school district

28, of Missoula County, Mont., the southwest quarter of the south-
went qus,rter of the southeast quarter of section 86, township 21 north,
range 20 west, on the Flathead Indlan Reservation, in Montana, or so
much thereof as may be required, for publie school purposes, unlier such
terms and regulations as he mn?' prescribe, at not less than its a
value; and the net proceeds from the sale of said land shal be rlc-

osited in the Treasury of the United States to the cretlit of the Flat-

ead Indians, to draw interest at the rate now law, and to
be used for the benefit of the Indians on the F thoad Iu lan Iteserva-
tion : Provided, That the patent therefor shall contain the condition that
Indian children residing in the sald school district No. 28 shall at all
times be admifted to the privilege of attendance and instruction on
equality with white children.

The SPEAKER. Is there ohjection to the present considera-
tion of the bill?

There was no objection.

AMr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the
bill be considered in the House as in Committee of the Whole.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROBBINS. May I ask at what price theﬁ.e lands are to
be s0ld? This is a quarter section?

Mr. EVANS, No; there is only about 10 ncres of the land.
The land was appraised by a commission and was turned over
to the town of Ronan., But the town of Ronan can not turn it
over to the school distriet, and-there is no other way to make it
available except by this legislation.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third
reading of the bill.




1918.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. J

697

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time,
was read the third time, and passed.

On motion of Mr. Evaxs, a motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the bill was passed was laid on the table.

LEAVE OF ABSEXNCE.

Mr. MagrTiy, by unanimous consent, was granfed leave of
absence for 15 days on account of important business.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED.

Mr. LAZARO, from the Committee on Enroled Bills, re-
ported that they had examined and found truly enrolled bill of
the following title, when the Speaker signed the same:

H. IR. 11709. An act granting the consent of Congress to Nor-
man County, Minn., and Traill County, N. Dak., to construct
a bridge across the Red River of the North on the boundary line
between said States,

ADJOURNMEXT OVER,

Mr. KITCHIN. Mr. Speaker, on yesterday unanimouns con-
sent was given that when the House adjourns to-day it adjourn
to meet on Monday next. I ask unanimous consent to modify
that so that when the House adjourns to-day it adjourn to
meet on Saturday next, with the understanding that nothing
will be done on Saturday except the filing of thé report of the
Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and then a motion to adjourn
will be made immediately thereafter.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North Carolina asks
unanimous consent to medify the order of yesterday that when
the House adjourns it adjourn to meet next Monday so that it
will meet on Saturday next. Is there objection? [After a
pause.] The Chair hears none.

ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. KITCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn,

The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 4 o'clock and 43
minutes p. m.) the House, under its prm ious order, adjourned
until Saturday, December 21, 1918, at 12 o'clock noon.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, executive communieations were
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting
a communication from the Secretary of Agriculture submitting
a supplemental estimate of appropriation required by the De-
partment of Agriculture for the eradication of the potato wart

H. Doc. No. 1605) ; to the Committee on Agriculture and or-
dered to be printed without illustrations,

2. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a tenta-
tive draft of a bill to prohibit intoximt{ng ligunors and prostitu-
tion within the Canal ¥one, and for other purposes (H. Doe. No.
lﬁ?ﬁ)ejlto the Committee on Military Affairs and ordered to be
print

3. A letter from the Acting Secretary of State, transmitting
copy of a dispatch from the American minister at Panama com-
municating a copy of the resolution adopted by the National
Assembly of Panama on November 11 last, felicitating the Gov-
ernment of the United States and the Governments of the allies
on the signature of the armistice on November 11, 1918 (H. Doc.
No. 1607) ; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and ordered to
be prlnted.

4. A letter from the Secretary of Commerce, transmitting n
statement of the expenditures in the Coast and Geodetic Survey
for the fiseal year ended June 30, 1918 (H. Doc. No. 1608) ; to
the Committee on Expenditures in the Department of Commerce
and ordered to be printed.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES oN PUBLIC BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS.

Under eclause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were sev-
erally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and
referred to the several calendars therein named, as follows:

Mr. BRUMBAUGH, from the Commiittee on Railways and
Canals, to which was referred the bill (H. R. 11579) to author-
jze the appointment of a board of engineers to make a pre-
liminary location, survey, and plans for a canal connecting the
waters of Lake Erie and the Ohio River on the line of the
Miami & Erie Canal from Toledo to Cincinnati, Ohio, and

from a point near Defiance, Ohio, to a point in the southerly
end of Lake Michigan, and to estimale the cost thereof, re-
ported the same with amendment, accompanied by a report (No.
875), which said bill and report were referred to the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the Union,

Mr. DENT, fron: the Committee on Military Affairs, to
which was referred the bill (H. R. 13274) to provide relief
where formal contracts have not been made in the mauner re-
quired by law, reported the same with amendment, accompanied
by a report (No. 877), which said bill and report were referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. RAYBURN, from the Committee on Interstate and
Foreign Commerce, to which was referred the bill (H. R. 13306)
to authorize the payment of allotments out of the pay of en-
listed men in certain cases in which these payments have been
discontinued, reported the same with amendment, accompanied
by a report (No. 876), which said bill and report were referred
to the House Calendar.

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS.

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials
were introduced and severally referred as follows:

By Mr. MONDELL: A bill (H. R. 13441) to authorize ad-
vances to the reclamation fund, and for the issue and dis-
posal of certificates of indebtedness in reimbursement therefor;
to the Committee on Ways and Means,

By Mr. GOULD: A bill (H. R. 13442) authorizing and pro-
viding for the purchase of land abroad for military cemeteries,
and for their preservation and maintenance, in which to inter
the remains of officers and enlisted men of the American Ex-
peditionary Forces killed in battle or who have died abroad; to
the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. GREEN of Iowa: A bill (H. R. 13443) to provide for
the organization of an army to be used abroad, known as the
Army of Oceupation, and the discharge of enlisted men in the
military serviee not included in the Regular Army ; to the Com-
mitteg on Military Affairs.

By Mr. MOTT: A bill (H. R. 13444) to commission members
and chief clerks of local and district draft l]oards to the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. WELTY: A bill (. R. 13445) to provide for the
reg!stration and Americanization of aliens; to the Committee
on Immigration and Naturalization.

By Mr. MORIN: A bill (H. R. 13446) granting the consent
of Congress to the county of Allegheny, Pa., to construct, main-
tain, and operate a bridge across the Allegheny River at or
near Sixteenth Streef, in the city of Pittsburgh, county of
Allegheny, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; to the Com-
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

Also, a bill (H. R. 13447) granting the consent of Congress to
the county of Allegheny, Pa., to construct, maintain, and oper-
ate a bridge across the Allegheny River at or near Millvale
Borough, in the county of Allegheny, in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania; to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign
Comimerce.

By Mr. CHARLES B. SMITH : A bill (H. R. 13448) to amend
the aet entitled “An act to extend temporarily the time for
filing applications and fees and taking action in the United
States Patent Office in favor of nations granting reciprocal
rights to United States citizens,” approved August 17, 1916; to
the Committee on Patents.

Also, a bill (H. R. 13449) amending section 4904 of the Re-
vised Statutes of the United States; to the Committee on
Patents,

Also, a bill (H. R. 13450) amending chapter 143 of the act of
March 3, 1883, and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Patents.

PRIVATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS.

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills and resolutions
were introduced and severally referred as follows:

By Mr. BARKLEY: A bill (H. R. 13451) to pension Lettie A,
Troutman, dependent mother of Charles Troutman, late of the
United States Navy; to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. PETERS: A bill (H. R. 13452) granting an increase
of pension to Elisha 8. Perkins; to the Committec on Invalid
Pensions.

By Mr. POLK: A bill (H. R. 13453) granting an increase of
pension to George W. Shuck; to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

By Mr. SELLS: A bill (H..R. 13454) granting a pension to
Nancy Cook; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 13455) granting a pension to Willinm H.
Hart ; to the Committee on Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 13456) granting a pension to George W.
Foust ; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.
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Also, a hill (H. R. 13457) granting a pension to David A.
Turner; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. SLEMDP: A bill (H. R. 18458) granting a pension to
Hiram Dillon; to the Committee on Pensions,

By Mr. CHARLES B. SMITH: A bill (H. R. 13459) for the
relief of George Deitz; to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. VOLSTEAD : A bill (H. R. 13460) granting a pension
to Samuel S, Daniell ; to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr, WHITE of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 13461) granting a pen-
sion to Edward C. Crawford; to the Commiftee on Pensions,

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, petitions and papers were laid
on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows:

By Mr. ESCH: Evidence to accompany H. R. 13408, granting
a pension to Clark Sturdevant; to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

By Mr, FULLER of Illinois: Petition of A. H. Cohn (Inc.) and
Slade, Tenney & Weadley, of Chicago, protesting against a dis-
eriminating tax on jewelry, and asking that all industries be
taxed alike; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. RAKER : Resolution by military order of Loyal Legion
of the United States, Commandery of the State of Illinois, re-
questing Representatives of the Lower House of Congress from
State of Illinois to use their endeavors to have Senate bill 130,
or the bill prepared by Congressman Raker, reported out that
it may come to a vote; to the Committee on Military Affairs,

SENATE.
: Frioax, December 20, 1918.
(L('g{smtirc day of Sunday, December 15, 1918.)

The Senate met at 12 o'clock noon, on the expiration of the
recess.

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. President, I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will eall the roll.

The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators am-
swered to their names:

Ashurst Jones, N. Mex. Myers Smoot
Bankhead Jones, Wash. New Spencer
Culberson Kellog; Norrls Sterling
Curtis Kendrick Nugent Swanson
Ternald Kenyon Page Thomas
France King Penrose Townsend
Frelinghuysen Knox Pittman Trammell
Gay La Follette Poindexter Underwood
Gerry Lenroot Pollock Vardaman
Gronna Lodge Saulsbury Walsh
Hale McCumber Shafroth Warren
Harding McKellar Sheppard Watson
Ienderson McLean Simmons Weceks
Hitcbeock Martin, Ky. Smith, Ariz.

Johnson, Cal. Martin, Va. Smith, Ga.

Johnson, 8, Dak. Moses Smith, 8. C.

Mr. McKELLAR. I desire to announce that the senior Sen-
ator from Tennessee [Mr. SHIELDS] is absent on account of
illness.

Mr. SAULSBURY. I wish to announce that the senior Sen-
ator from Maryland [Mr. SamarH] is necessarily absent on
important business of the Senate.

Mr. STERLING. I desire to announce that Senators NeLsox,
OveraAx, Worcorr, and REep are necessarily absent on official
business,

Mr. CURTIS. I wish to announce that the Senator from
Illinois [Mr. SEERMAN] is absent on account of illness in his
family. I ask that this announcement may stand for the day.

AMr. SHEPPARD. I desire to announce that the senior Sena-
tor from Oregon [Mr. CHAMBERLAIN] and the Senator from Cali-
fornia [Mr. PEELAN] are detained on important public business.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Sixty-one Senators have answered
to the roll call. There is a quorum present.

BUSINESS OF THE SENATE.

Mr. LODGE. Mr. President——

Mr. SIMMONS. If the Senator will pardon me, I wish to
state to the Senate, in fact I was requested to state to the Sen-
ate, that arrangements have been made for an adjournment for
the holidays as soon as the revenue bill is passed ; that is to say,
if the bill is passed on Saturday or on Monday arrangements
have been made to recess until the 2d day of January. Of
vourse that would not be the case if we fail to pass the bill by
Saturday night or at furthest by Monday.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr, LODGE. Mr. President, I rise to a question of personal
privilege. .

I notice in the Associated Press dispatch to the Washington
Post this morning the following statement at the end of the
dispatch on page 3: :

FPresident Wilson continues to receive exhaustive reports of what ia
golng on in Washington and the United States, and he has read the 21
points outlined by Senator LopGe in a speech in the Senate.

What particular form of misinformation has been given to
the President or what particular form of misrepresentation of
the President is implied in that statement I can not tell, but I do
know exactly what the misrepresentation is so far as it affects
me. I have made no speech in the Senate, and I have not out-
lined 21 points or any other number of points.

On the 10th of December I introduced a statement from the
executive board of the National Committee of Patriotic So-
cieties, representing 46 leading patriotic war organizations, and
I asked that it be printed in the Recomp and referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations. They were resolutions in the
nature of a petition. It is needless to say here that we all
introduce resolutions and petitions which may not represent our
personal views at all, because it is the duty of a Senator to
present petitions sent to him by his constituents whether he
agrees with them or not. Those 21 points, many of which are
excellent, were not mine nor did they represent my views. It
represented the views of 46 patriotic war organizations. I hope
to-morrow to speak, and then I shall give my own views in my
own way. These resolutions included among them * interna-
tional arbitration and league of nations as complement to the
policy of national defense ™ and * the control of raw materials
by the allies.”

I do not think myself that the league of nations or any provi-
sion looking in that direction ought to he made a part of the
peace with Germany. I feel very strongly it should be treated
separately entirely. As to the control of raw materials by the
allies and the United States, I have never heard of such a
proposition except in this way.

As I said, Mr. President, everybody knows that we all present
petitions and resolutions which do not represent in the slizhtest
degree our own opinions. That it is well known here is shown
by an article printed in the New York World, which speaks about
this matter and the interpretation given it abroad, and says:

The newspapers beqan gravely discussing “ Senator Lodge's state-
ment of peace terms” Ie promptly and properly explains that the
communication he offered did not represent llljls personal views.

I stated that to the press some days ago, and it is known, as
that shows, to the American press; and now comes back this
thing from Paris, I have no doubt misrepresenting the I’resident,
utterly misrepresenting me.

This is not a time, Mr. President, for such misrepresentations
to be made. This subject is too important, the utterances here
in the Senate carry too much weight for such misrepresentation.

I am told if was said that some newspaper correspondent in
New York sent it out that I was going to advocate these 21
points. Of course, that is pure misrepresentation and invention.

Mr., President, it is an illustration of the inaccuracy, to use
no harsher word, of the reports which we receive from Paris
and which Paris receives from us. To such opinions as corre-
spondents choose to put out I have no objection, but no respon-
sible press association has any right to misrepresent facts in this
great debate now going on.

I desired to make this explanation and show the utter fulsity
of what I have quoted, and I hope that the great press associa-
tion which committed the error will correct it in Paris,

FREEDOM FOR GREEKS.

Mr. SMOOT. 1 have a telegram from the chairman of an
organization of Greek people- in the State of Utah, and with it
the request of the organization to have it printed in the Recorp.
I ask that that may be done.

There being no objection, the telegram was ordered to be
printed in the Recorp, as follows:

Price, Uran, December 19, 1918,

Hon. REED SMmooT,
United States Senate, Washington, D. O.:

Kindly present the following resolution to the United Btates Senate
and House of Representatives:

We, 2,000 law-abiding American citizens of Greek descent, residing
in Carbon County, Utah, by resolution appeal to the honorable House
of Representatives of the United States of America for liberty and
unity for the Greek Natlonals, all Grecian people residing in Thrace,

Agla Minor, Epirus, and the Xgean Islands, who have suffered for 450
ears under barbarous Turks. ' The majority of sald territories are
Ereek. There are in the Vilayets of Konstantinopolis amd Adrionop-
olis 800,000 Greeks, having (38 schools, 1,600 teachers, and 80,000
upils ; North Epirus and Koritsa, 222,000 Greeks, 275 schools, 386

chers, and 13,000 pupils; Jgean Islands, 105,000 Grecks. All of
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